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BUDGET 2021: SMALL INCREASE IN DEFENSE
SPENDING EVEN AS CHINA STANDOFF SIMMERS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

India increased its defense spending by about 1%, throwing the timing of its military
modernization program into doubt while it faces a protracted standoff with China along their
disputed Himalayan border.

Overall, military spending increased to 3.47 trillion ($47.4 billion), up from 3.43 trillion in the
previous financial year, budget documents indicate. India’s expenditure is about a quarter that of
China’s -- in May 2020, Beijing announced a yearly defense budget $178.6 billion, according to
data from the Center for Strategic and International Studies.

There had been an expectation that India’s defense budget would receive a “robust increase" in
response to the deadly clashes with Chinese troops in eastern Ladakh, said Laxman Behera,
associate professor at the Special Centre for National Security Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru
University in New Delhi.

It would have “signalled that India’s government means business when it comes to the nation’s
sovereignty and security," Behera said. “It looks like the defense minister will have to live with a
shortfall for years to come."

Both India and China have moved thousands of soldiers, tanks, artillery to the disputed border
after clashes in the Galwan valley in Ladakh last June that left at least 20 Indian soldiers and an
unknown number of Chinese troops dead. The clashes along their 3,488 kilometer (2,167 mile)
boundary, known as the Line of Actual Control, come as China increasingly asserts its presence
in the region and as India grapples with the world’s second worst coronavirus epidemic and an
economy in crisis.

India had previously announced plans to spend $250 billion over a 10-year period to 2025 on
defense modernization, focused on upgrading its ageing fleet of flighter jets, submarines, battle
tanks and armored vehicles. But budget restraints and a renewed focus on the local
manufacture of defense assets have put that timeline in doubt.

And while India is among the world’s top five military spenders, most of the funds allocated for
defense forces go toward the salaries of about 1.3 million serving personnel, pensions,
infrastructure development, and repairs.

Other experts were unsure whether the budget was enough to meet all liabilities.

“The defense budget reflects the financial constraints faced by the government and the
inescapability of spending on health and infrastructure to boost the economy," said Amit
Cowshish, a consultant with the Manohar Parrikar Institute of Defense Studies and Analyses
and former financial advisor to the defense ministry.
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RE-THINKING GULF SECURITY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: GCC

More from the author

The prospects for peace and reconciliation the Gulf region brightened in the New Year, when the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) ended its diplomatic and economic blockade of Qatar on
January 5. The 41st summit held at AlUla in Saudi Arabia was attended by Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani, the Emir of Qatar, for the first time in three years. The AlUla Declaration
affirmed the commitment of the member states to work towards regional peace and security ‘as
a single, unified economic and political group’.1

The Saudi Foreign Minister, Prince Faisal Bin Farhan Bin Abdullah, in an interview to Al-Arabiya
on January 21, stated that the Kingdom was extending its hand for peace with Iran.2 The
spokesperson of the Iranian Foreign Ministry, Saeed Khatibzadeh, welcomed the Saudi
statement and affirmed that Iran’s position was that regional countries should come to a
common understanding on regional problems.3

While these developments are indeed welcome, the goal towards reaching a common
understanding towards credible peace and security in the Gulf region still remains elusive. This
can be attributed to the nature of the regional security architecture which has been in place for
over four decades.

Given the positive start to the year, it may be an opportune time to have a serious re-look at the
security architecture in the region.

The only representative structure focusing on the Gulf region’s security is the GCC, formed soon
after the Iranian revolution of 1979, amidst fears of the Shia regime trying to upstage the
dominance of the Saudi-led regional order. Even as the concerns, interests and stakes of the
other regional countries and the world have evolved significantly in the past decades, the GCC
appears frozen in time.

The basic premise for the birth of GCC was to bring together countries of the Gulf region against
the perceived threat from two enemies — an ideological enemy (Iran) and a belligerent power
(Iraq). The birth of GCC was thus based on two major pillars, fear (of Iran and Iraq), and
exclusion (again of Iran and Iraq, along with an embattled and weak Yemen).

Iran and Iraq, geographically, cover almost the entire northern coast of the Gulf. These two
countries are critical links connecting the West Asian region with the Levant, Central Asia and
South Asia and are huge reservoirs of natural resources. Geo-politically too, Iraq and Iran with
their civilizational histories and significant economic and military strengths, could not be ignored.

On the other hand, Saudi Arabia, the leader of the Sunni world, was the only major country in
the GCC, others being much smaller states. With such strong countries to the North of the Gulf,
the GCC was left only anchored to one bank of the Gulf. It also lacked the necessary muscle to
openly challenge the might of Iran and Saddam Hussein-led Iraq.

The GCC, therefore, had to lean on the US, which was ready and willing to provide the security
umbrella as it served its multiple interests. These included an easy and direct access to crude
oil, geopolitical interests in Central Asia and Afghanistan, and countering Russian influence in
the region. Most importantly, the GCC was a huge market for the American defence industry.

/taxonomy/term/1607
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While this security framework served its purpose against the perceived threats from Iran, it was
never a satisfactory arrangement which could last forever.

The ‘Arab Spring’ protests of 2011 and the consequent conflicts in Syria, Yemen as well as in
Libya, exposed the fragility of peace in the region, as also the vulnerability of regional states.
The change of priorities of the US since mid-2010s, with an aversion to getting directly involved
in regional military conflicts, has come as a rude shock to Saudi Arabia.

The large scale influx of jihadist groups in the wake of ‘Arab Spring’ — like the Islamic State in
Iraq and Syria, challenged the very concept of statehood in the region. The GCC, despite forging
a multi-national military alliance to fight these groups, has had very little success in the past
decade.

The start of a new year in 2021, however, offers hope. The re-entry of Qatar presents an
opportunity for the GCC to put up a united front. Moreover, given that Egypt is a signatory to the
ALUla Declaration, it strengthens the security and diplomatic canvas between Egypt and GCC
states.

The change in US presidency with the election of President Joseph Biden offers hope for
reinstatement of the Iran nuclear deal, although it may not be a very popular decision with Israel.
Iranian presidential elections are also slated to be held later this year. The return to compliance
of all participants to the Iran nuclear deal will no doubt help in the election of a moderate
candidate and boost options for reconciliation in the region. Iran would however insist on the
lifting of economic sanctions and on the acceptance of its legitimate interests and stakes in the
region.

The other major country north of the Gulf, Iraq, too is finding its feet after its fight with the ISIS.
The current democratically elected government is doing its best to be seen as an independent
and legitimate entity, free from direct control/influence from neighbouring Iran. Fortunately, the
GCC and Iraq share a good relationship and this may facilitate a better understanding of stakes
and security concerns across both ends of the Gulf.

Regional countries have to look for creative solutions to bridge the gap between the north and
the south banks of the waters of the Gulf. A right-sized and well-intended security structure is
the need of the hour not only for the Gulf region, but for the entire West Asian region.

Given the deep rooted mistrusts, ideological conflicts and regional rivalries, it is indeed a difficult
task. Even so, incomplete geo-political structures like the GCC are not the solution. A geo-
political framework that includes all of the concerned states can only serve as an effective
platform for dialogue.

The world has witnessed the re-unification of Germany and Japan became a key ally of the US,
despite being the only nation to be bombed with atomic weapons, by the US. These examples
signify that long-held historical and ideological differences can be overcome.

But till then, the GCC, anchored to nations south of the Gulf, continues to remain an inadequate
and ineffective instrument to pursue regional security.

Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.

http://www.pugwashindia.com
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CHINA CALLS FOR ALL PARTIES TO SAFEGUARD
MYANMAR’S STABILITY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Wang Wenbin  

China on Tuesday called for all parties to help maintain stability in Myanmar, as it refrained from
criticising the military leadership for seizing power in a coup and urged the international
community to not interfere.

Beijing said it was not in favour of external powers “taking actions that would raise tensions”, the
Foreign Ministry said, with analysts in Beijing expressing concerns over possible sanctions from
the U.S., which strongly criticised the military-led coup that threatened to undo the transition to
democracy that has been under way since 2011.

China had on Monday said it “hope[s] all parties in Myanmar can properly handle differences
under the constitutional and legal framework and safeguard political and social stability”, not
mentioning the democratic transition, which, a number of countries, including India, had voiced
support for in their statements following this week’s developments.

Even prior to 2011, China maintained close relations with the Myanmar military leadership and
often backed the country from the threat of sanctions as a permanent member of the UNSC.

On Tuesday, Foreign Ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin said “the international community
should not take any action that would raise tensions in Myanmar.”

“We have maintained communication with all relevant parties with regard to the matters to be
discussed at the UN Security Council,” he said. “Any action taken by the international community
should be conducive to political and social stability in Myanmar and beneficial to a peaceful
resolution, instead of worsening tension and further complicating the situation.”

‘Cabinet reshuffle’

China’s State media outlets have refrained from calling the seizing of power a coup. The official
Xinhua news agency on Monday only reported the “Myanmar military announced a major
cabinet reshuffle hours after a state of emergency was declared.” The Communist Party-run
Global Times quoted an unnamed expert in Beijing as saying the military’s actions “can be
viewed as an adjustment facing Myanmar’s imbalanced power structure,” referring to the
declining popularity of the military and the growing political power of Aung San Suu Kyi’s
National League for Democracy (NLD).

Fan Hongwei, director of the Center for Southeast Asia Studies at Xiamen University, told the
newspaper, “the U.S. may impose sanctions on Myanmar, and military pressure cannot be rolled
out”, a prospect that concerns China, which neighbours Myanmar and is a major investor there
in projects, including a gas pipeline that links the two countries. China is Myanmar’s largest
trading partner and accounted for one-third of its total trade last year.

“The situation in Myanmar is likely to be an opportunity for the Biden administration, which has
multiple members from Team Obama, to repair relations with Myanmar, to make Myanmar
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problematic and use Myanmar to put pressure on China,” Mr. Fan said. “Myanmar is a country
that does not welcome interference by big powers. China has maintained good relations with
both the current government and the military, so it still hopes that the two sides can negotiate a
compromise to maintain peace and stability.”
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SETBACK IN MYANMAR: ON MILITARY COUP
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

In one swift operation, Myanmar’s military establishment has wiped out a decade of the
country’s democratisation process. By arresting President Win Myint, State Counsellor Aung
San Suu Kyi and the rest of the ruling National League for Democracy (NLD) leadership, and
declaring military rule under a state of emergency for at least a year, General Min Aung Hlaing
has made it clear that it is the military that is in charge, and he is not particularly concerned
about the opposition to or condemnation of the move. The immediate reason for the coup was
that the newly elected National Assembly was due to meet in Naypyidaw on Monday, despite
the Tatmadaw’s (Army’s) claims that the November general elections had several irregularities,
and its contestation of the NLD’s landslide victory. Ms. Suu Kyi had refused to bow to Gen.
Hlaing’s demand that the results, which also saw the military-backed Union Solidarity and
Development Party with a reduced strength in Parliament, be set aside. Clearly, the Army, which
still nominates a fourth of the parliamentary seats and retains the important Defence, Borders
and Interior portfolios, felt it was better to dismiss the NLD government before it increased its
clout. Gen. Hlaing is due to retire this year, and it is possible that the move was meant to extend
his longevity in power. Backed by a silent Beijing, the junta leadership may also have gambled
that it was better to take drastic action against the democratic leaders before the new U.S.
administration finds its feet. The return to Army rule was also helped to some extent by Ms. Suu
Kyi, who came to office in 2015, but has lost opportunities to put her country more firmly on the
road to democracy. She has accepted a dual power system in the state. Daw Suu, as she is
known, has also failed to bring democracy to her party, and been criticised for her autocratic
style. Her refusal to rein in the Generals when the Tatmadaw unleashed a pogrom on the
Rohingya between 2016-17, had lost the Nobel Peace laureate much international support.

Explainer | Why did the Myanmar military stage a coup?

 

Regardless of the reasons for the coup, the step is a setback for the international community’s
efforts to engage with Myanmar, after a strict sanctions regime. For India, which had cultivated a
careful balance, between nudging along the democratic process by supporting Ms. Suu Kyi, and
working with the military to ensure its strategic interests to the North East and deny China a
monopoly on Myanmar’s infrastructure and resources, the developments are unwelcome. The
government will need to craft its response taking into consideration the new geopolitical realities
of the U.S. and China as well as its own standing as a South Asian power, and as a member of
the UN Security Council. New Delhi’s immediate reaction, to merely express “deep concern” and
counsel following the rule of law and democratic processes, is unlikely to suffice as a long-term
strategy.
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SRI LANKA’S ECT MOVE UNILATERAL: JAPAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Japan

In protest:Port workers taking part in a demonstration outside the harbour in Colombo in
January.AFPAFP  

Two days after Sri Lanka decided to scrap a 2019 agreement with India and Japan for operating
the East Coast Terminal (ECT), Japan says the decision was “unilateral and regrettable”.

Japan’s Ambassador Akira Sugiyama also met with Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Dinesh
Gunawardena to discuss the issue on Wednesday, after a flurry of meetings between the Indian
High Commissioner to Colombo Gopal Baglay and the top leadership of Sri Lanka, including Mr.
Gunawardena, President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa, to
protest the decision. The ECT project was expected to showcase India-Japan cooperation in a
part of South Asia where Chinese infrastructure projects have been prominent.

In Delhi, an official of the Japanese Embassy said the Japanese government was “looking into
the details” of the announcement made by Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa after a Cabinet meeting on
Monday.

“Japan, India and Sri Lanka signed the Memorandum of Cooperation for the development of
ECT in May 2019,” the official told The Hindu , referring to the tripartite agreement signed by
India and Japan with the former Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena’s government.

“It is regrettable that the government of Sri Lanka unilaterally made a Cabinet decision and
announced the development and operation of ECT as a wholly owned container terminal of Sri
Lanka Ports Authority,” the official added.

New Delhi and Tokyo have been in talks with the Rajapaksa government over the last few
months after protests by Port union workers over allowing any foreign role or investment in the
ECT project cast a shadow over progress in the agreement.

During a visit to Colombo on January 6 by External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, the ECT had
been high on the agenda, and India had been hopeful of a firm commitment from Sri Lanka on
the project.

After his meeting with Mr. Jaishankar, President Gotabaya told protesting Port worker unions
that India’s Adani Group would invest in the project, and Sri Lanka was not selling or leasing the
national asset, that was seen as a sign the government was on board.

However, during the Cabinet meeting headed by Prime Minister Mahinda on Monday, the Sri
Lankan government decided that ECT would be operated as a “wholly owned container terminal
of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority [SLPA]” and not, as earlier planned, a joint venture with Indian
and Japanese entities. Both India and Japan were taken by surprise, given the negotiations thus
far, and given that nearly 70% of the transhipment business through ECT is linked to India.

In a possible bid to make amends — the Rajapaksa government has offered the West Container
Terminal (WCT) of Colombo Port on a 35-year agreement to India and Japan instead, but
officials have thus far been cold to the offer.

Subscribe to The Hindu digital to get unlimited access to Today's paper
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INDIA, RUSSIA AND THE INDO-PACIFIC: A SEARCH
FOR CONGRUENCE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Russia

More from the author

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov’s recent uncharacteristic statement of “India being an
object of the Western countries persistent, aggressive and devious policy” to “engage in anti-
China games by promoting Indo-Pacific strategies”1 has reignited the debate on India and
Russia’s increasingly divergent outlook on the Indo-Pacific. Lavrov at the 2020 Raisinia Dialogue
had expressed confidence of India “being smart enough to understand” the Western “trap” of the
Indo-Pacific and “not get into it”.2        

The tone, tenor and timing of Lavrov’s December 2020 statement insinuates Russia’s
apprehensions of a fundamental shift in India’s foreign policy playbook which traditionally has
placed a premium on strategic autonomy, with Russia as one of its key pillars.

These developments have the potential to cast a shadow on India-Russia bilateral ties. The
pertinent question is whether New Delhi and Moscow can find common ground in the evolving
geo-strategic construct.

India and Russia’s divergent outlooks appear to stem from the latter’s rejection of the Indo-
Pacific construct in favour of Asia-Pacific. This is predicated on Kremlin’s assertion that the Indo-
Pacific is primarily a US-led initiative designed to contain China and Russia.3

Russia has viewed attempts to formulate a new rules-based Indo-Pacific order as a Western
strategy to override international law, thereby circumventing the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) where Russia holds veto power.

Russia’s Indo-Pacific opposition is also based on its perception that it undermines the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) centrality, an organisation with which Russia
has intensified its engagement.4 Russia also holds that the construct is limited in its
geographical scope as it excludes Africa and the Persian Gulf, regions where Russia has
increased its strategic footprints in recent times.5 Seeing no tangible gains from this redefined
construct, Russia continues to emphasise on the Asia-Pacific.  

However, when viewed critically, Asia-Pacific remains limited in its scope and geographical
reach. It does not reflect the shift in the centres of growth and influence from the Asia-Pacific to
regions beyond East and South-East Asia encompassing South Asia and Africa.

Notably, Asia-Pacific excludes India, a nation of 1.3 billion with a $3 trillion economy and a
sprawling coastline that includes the Andaman and Nicobar Islands which straddle the Malacca
Straits. This makes India a key stakeholder in the maritime commons of not only the Indian
Ocean but also the Pacific Ocean and the South China Sea. 

Meanwhile, it is questionable whether the Indo-Pacific really is an American construct.
Christened by an Indian scholar and structured by Japan’s former-Prime Minister Shinzo Abe,
the Indo-Pacific and its adoption by several stakeholders who appear to maintain an
independent foreign policy, is a reflection of its inclusive character and wide acceptance. This
includes the ASEAN states, earlier seen as the fulcrum of Asia-Pacific.6

/taxonomy/term/1185
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There also does not appear to be any appetite among these stakeholders to view the construct
through the American lens of Great Power rivalry and contestation. This is unsurprising given
their economic interdependence with China. A strategy of containment and confrontation with
China appears passé. The recently concluded Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) agreement, whose signatories include China, ASEAN countries and two QUAD
members (Australia and Japan), reflects the same.

The overriding consensus among the Indo-Pacific stakeholders appears to be the joint
construction of a stable and inclusive security architecture that promotes peace and harmony.
This reflects the new economic and security realities which are anchored in the recognition of
the Indian and Pacific Oceans being interconnected and interdependent, particularly given the
indivisible nature of security.

Therefore, developmental partnerships that eschew unilateralism and coercive behaviour would
be in the shared interests of the majority. A corollary of this would be the shared concerns of its
stakeholders about China’s peaceful rise. Pertinently, this is a concern that is prevalent even
among Russian experts.7

The Indo-Pacific stakeholders’ strategy appears predicated on putting diplomatic pressure on
Beijing to strengthen the foundations of peaceful co-existence. The strategy, however, may not
necessarily be China specific. Moreover, majority of stakeholders view expansion of the Indo-
Pacific’s frontiers to the east-coast of Africa and ASEAN centrality as intrinsic to the construct.

In relation to the QUAD, Russia maintains that it is a military alliance designed to contain China
and Russia. An alternative view to this would be that the QUAD is a plurilateral dialogue
mechanism designed to complement the Indo-Pacific in building synergies in infrastructure,
capacity building, connectivity and tackling non-traditional security threats. Perhaps, the QUAD
Plus collaborative framework may help in overcoming its image of offering exclusionary
membership.

In these circumstances, opting to remain outside the Indo-Pacific tent is likely to prevent Russia
from participating in these nascent attempts to create a stable regional security architecture.

Even as it rejects the Indo-Pacific, Russia’s growing stakes in the region tell a different tale. This
is reflected in its new partnerships with ASEAN, SAARC, African and Gulf countries, anchored in
its weapons and natural resources diplomacy. The jurisdiction of its Pacific Fleet extends from
Vladivostok right up to the Persian Gulf, effectively highlighting Russia practising an Indo-Pacific
strategy.

This nascent network of new relationships could help fulfil Russia’s long-cherished dream of
gaining access to the warm waters of the Indian Ocean. Interestingly, Russian maritime
expeditions made frequent port calls in the region in the 19th century, marked by a full time
consulate at Batavia, the capital of Dutch East Indies Company.8

Russia’s vocal opposition of Indo-Pacific appears tactically linked to its necessity of an entente
with China. With Beijing’s support being critical to overcome Western pressure on its policies,
the Kremlin as quid pro quo appears to increasingly back China in its core areas of strategic
concern by doing the diplomatic heavy-lifting.

However, its advocacy seems to be tempered with a selective approach. For instance, instead of
supporting Beijing on the issue of the South China Sea, Russia has called for preventing the
dispute’s internationalisation.9 Similarly, Russia has qualitatively stepped up its engagement
with the Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia and Vietnam — countries who have long-running
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territorial feuds and sovereignty claims with China.

Therefore, Russia appears to be performing the deft balancing act of not upsetting the Chinese
applecart while continuing to pull at certain apples sensitive to China, creating a strategic space
for manoeuvre.

The Indo-Pacific, on the other hand, can likely be one of Russia’s tools to stay relevant on the
global stage. Today, an increasingly bipolar US-China global narrative runs the risk of leaving
Russia in its trail, given Moscow’s relative decline. This necessitates Russia adopting
independent positions in one of the world’s most dynamic regions to project the image of a pole
in global affairs.

Being China’s junior partner undermines Kremlin’s great power ambitions. Russia, therefore,
likely stands to gain from the multipolarity and multilateralism that the Indo-Pacific seeks to
promote. A strategic repositioning could not only help Russia overcome Western attempts to
isolate it but also broaden the horizons of its pivot to Asia beyond China.

It, therefore, makes strategic sense to explore congruence with the nuanced Indo-Pacific vision
of non-American stakeholders, including the QUAD members. Notably, Russia appears to enjoy
stable relations with all the key stakeholders, with the exception of the US.

However, this is likely predicated on Russia’s willingness to reimagine a new geo-strategic
maritime role for itself. Russia’s unique geographical position of straddling the Heartland and
Rimland at a time when the Indo-Pacific’s emphasis has been on visualising the continental and
maritime areas of the two oceans as a seamless strategic space does seem to provide it the
necessary tools. Russia remains as much an Asian power as it is a European one with 2/3rds of
its territory and 15 per cent of its population based in Asia.

At a time when Russia is recalibrating its identity from a European to a Eurasian one, its Greater
Eurasia construct, envisioned as a harmonious strategic space from Lisbon to Jakarta, seems to
aptly complement the Indo-Pacific.10 Interestingly, the core content of the Greater Eurasia
construct appears similar to Indo-Pacific, with its emphasis on being open and inclusive, stress
on dialogue and building developmental partnerships and connectivity, respecting international
law, and eschewing confrontation.

With the Russian Far East being the connecting tissue between Greater Eurasia and Indo-
Pacific, Russia could tap into the expertise and resources of Indo-Pacific countries beyond
China, so as to develop its Far East. This region remains one of Russia’s least developed
regions. Similarly, exploring congruence in building of new regional supply chains in Indo-Pacific
could help Russia overcome its Achilles heel – its weak global economic competitiveness.

A framework of India-Russia strategic cooperation in this space already exists, as outlined by
Prime Minister Modi in the seminal ‘Act Far East’ policy launched in Vladivostok in 2019.11 This
was seen as the lynchpin of harmonising the two countries strategic outlook. However, Lavrov’s
recent outburst, seen largely through the prism of tensions in Russia-West ties, seems to
suggest a continuing gap between the Indian and Russian viewpoints.   

Inevitably, the push and pull of Russia-US confrontation has complicated India’s foreign policy
options. Similar to Russia’s strategic necessity of an entente with China, a closer partnership
with the US appears to be in India’s interests.

However, it is likely that India will continue its independent course of action anchored in multi-
alignment. Russia remains India’s traditional partner and a pillar of India’s strategic autonomy.
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The challenge will likely be to convince Russia of India’s long-term independent Indo-Pacific
vision.

It is, therefore, essential to continue to strive for congruence. What can possibly bridge the gap
are both nations’ similar but as yet parallel visions of a stable security architecture and shared
concerns over hegemonism.

India’s vision of Indo-Pacific appears to not only accommodate Russia’s clamour for ASEAN
centrality and inclusion of East Africa but also complement the Greater Eurasia construct.

A Russia-India-Japan trilateral could be a new vector, given the fact that India and Japan’s Indo-
Pacific visions seem to be the closest to Russia’s strategic comfort. This trilateral holds potential
with Japan seeking a new modus vivendi with Russia. This was reflected in ex-Prime Minister
Abe’s speech at the Eastern Economic Forum in 2019, an event where Indian and Japanese
premiers were the guests of honour. 

As India’s External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar had stated in 2019, “Russia is a Pacific
Power which has Indian Ocean interests” while “India is an Indian Ocean power with very strong
and growing Pacific interest”.12

The litmus test of this traditional partnership will be to harmonise each other’s viewpoints, to the
extent possible, and ride out the storm. Perhaps, a logistics sharing pact, long in the offing,
could provide the much needed momentum.

Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-05

INDIA STRIKES CAUTIOUS NOTE ON DEVELOPMENTS
IN MYANMAR

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Myanmar

Anurag Srivastava  

India on Thursday struck a cautious note on the developments in Myanmar saying it continues to
monitor the situation. Spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs Anurag Srivastava during
the weekly press briefing highlighted regional developments including Sri Lanka’s cancellation of
the East Container Terminal (ECT) pact with Japan and India and reminded Colombo to adhere
to international commitments for “mutually beneficial proposition”.

“India and Myanmar are neighbours with close cultural and people-to-people ties, bolstered by
trade, economic, security and defence-related exchanges. We are therefore monitoring the
developments closely. We are also engaged on the issue as a member of the U.N. Security
Council,” he said.

India had earlier expressed “deep concern” after the February 1 military takeover was first
reported from Myanmar and asked for maintenance of the “rule of law and the democratic
process”.

Reiterating the concern on the East Container Terminal pact, he said High Commissioner Gopal
Baglay is in talks with the government of Sri Lanka. “We sincerely believe that the development
of infrastructure in Sri Lanka, in areas such as ports and energy, with foreign investment from
India and Japan will be mutually beneficial proposition,” Mr. Srivastava said.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-06

TERMINAL DECLINED: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON SRI
LANKA RENEGING ON COLOMBO EAST CONTAINER
TERMINAL

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

The Rajapaksa government’s decision to overturn Sri Lanka’s tripartite agreement to develop
Colombo’s East Container Terminal is a setback to India and Japan. The project, worth an
estimated $500-$700 million, was a key marker for infrastructure investment in the island nation
where Chinese projects are most prominent. More than two-thirds of trans-shipment at this port
is tied to India, making it an important trade and connectivity link. Japan has been a keen
supporter of Sri Lanka’s growth story, with its loans of about ¥1.1 trillion and grants and
technical cooperation of about ¥300 billion. As a joint venture for India and Japan to invest in,
the ECT project was also expected to showcase how the two Indo-Pacific partners, and also
Quad members, could provide South Asia with viable, transparent and sustainable alternatives
for financing and development. The sharp statements from New Delhi and Tokyo now reflect
their deep disappointment and their suspicions about the motivations. The ostensible reason for
the Rajapaksa government’s decision is growing pressure from port union groups which have
opposed any foreign participation, and threatened a “work-to-rule” agitation if ECT operations
were handed to the Adani group, as proposed. India has also had some misgivings about
whether the Rajapaksa brothers, who became President and Prime Minister in 2019-2020,
would in fact honour the commitments made by the previous government, given the acrimony
between the two governments. Similar commitments made by former PM Ranil Wickremesinghe
during a visit to Delhi when he signed an MoU for developing the Eastern city of Trincomalee
through oil and infrastructure projects also appear to have fallen by the wayside. The larger
question of a possible Chinese role in the ECT decision also hangs over the decision, given that
other terminal projects at the Colombo Port such as the Colombo International Container
Terminal, have not faced similar pushback. It is also curious that given its financial difficulties,
Sri Lanka felt confident in taking a decision guaranteed to upset such important donors.

New Delhi has said it continues to engage Sri Lanka on the ECT issue, although it remains cold
to Colombo’s alternative offer of developing the West Container Terminal. Over the past year,
the Modi government has invested much time and resources to India-Sri Lanka ties, including a
new credit line, currency swap agreement, and COVID-19 assistance and vaccines. NSA Ajit
Doval and EAM S. Jaishankar have visited Colombo more than once, and Mr. Modi has hosted
President Gotabaya and Prime Minister Mahinda. India has also set much store by its
partnership with Japan, which could be a template for similar projects, as a counter to China’s
BRI. There is much at stake for all three countries to derail the partnership. It is in all their
interest, but primarily Colombo’s, to find a compromise formula to salvage a deal that has far-
reaching consequences for the region.
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SRI LANKA SETTLES $400 MN CURRENCY SWAP WITH
INDIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

Ajith Nivard Cabraal  

The Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL) settled a $400 million currency swap facility from the
Reserve Bank (RBI) of India last week, meeting the terms that the two countries had agreed
upon.

The update sparked speculation in local media that India may have “abruptly terminated” the
agreement, following Colombo’s decision to pull out of a 2019 agreement to develop a Colombo
Port terminal jointly with India and Japan.

However, both countries clarified that the developments were not linked. “The CBSL settled its
swap facility with [the] Reserve Bank of India as scheduled. There was no special request from
India for a premature settlement as erroneously reported by certain media outlets. Discussions
on future collaboration continue,” the CBSL said in a tweet on Friday.

“The two countries had agreed on the date earlier, this scheduled repayment has nothing to do
with the ECT decision,” Sri Lanka’s State Minister of Money and Capital Market and State
Enterprise Reforms Ajith Nivard Cabraal told The Hindu .

Pandemic impact

The CBSL obtained the swap facility on July 31, 2020, for an initial period of three months, to
cope with the severe economic impact of the pandemic. Subsequently, the RBI provided a three-
month rollover at CBSL’s request, until February 1, 2021. “Further extension would require Sri
Lanka having a successfully negotiated staff level agreement for an IMF programme, which Sri
Lanka does not have at present,” a spokesman of the Indian High Commission said.

“It is reiterated that India abides by all of its international and bilateral commitments in letter and
spirit,” he added, days after India urged the Sri Lankan leadership to adhere to Colombo’s
commitments on the ECT.

Foreign reserves

COVID-19 struck Sri Lanka in March 2020, putting its foreign reserves under strain since, as
tourism, worker remittances and exports were badly hit. Sri Lanka’s looming foreign debt
obligations — $6.8 billion this year — and fall in gross official reserves to $5.6 billion as of
December 31, 2020, according to Central Bank Data, foretell another challenging year.

However, the Rajapaksa administration has said it will not seek an IMF bailout. Colombo has
instead sought further loans from China, among others, and additional currency swap facilities
from both India and China. Neither China nor India has responded to Colombo’s debt freeze
request. Sri Lanka owes over $5 billion to China and $960 million to India in debt repayment.

Secretary to the Treasury S.R. Attygalle said Sri Lanka expects the $1.5 billion swap facility from
China to come through soon. “The [bilateral] negotiations are nearly over, only the final
paperwork is pending. We should be able to complete that by the end of this month,” he told The
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Hindu on Saturday.

The currency swap is only one of at least three requests Colombo has made to Beijing since the
pandemic. Following approval of a $500 million loan from China in March 2020, the Sri Lankan
government has sought an additional $700 million loan, in addition to applying for another
‘COVID-19 Emergency and Crisis Response Facility’, to the tune of $180 million, from the
Beijing-backed Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). “The negotiations are proceeding
well,” a Chinese Embassy spokesman told The Hindu .

Meanwhile, amid questions over whether New Delhi would clear Colombo’s $1 billion swap line
request, in the wake of the ECT deal falling through, an Indian official source said, “the request
is under consideration”. State Minister Cabraal said: “Negotiations are going on, but even if India
decides not to offer it, we will understand. The Indian Economy is also under grave pressure due
to the pandemic, you see,” he told The Hindu .
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1ST INDIA-EU HIGH LEVEL DIALOGUE ON TRADE AND
INVESTMENT HELD

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

The 1st High Level Dialogue (HLD), co-chaired by the Minister of Commerce and Industry Shri
Piyush Goyal and the European Union Executive Vice-President & Trade Commissioner Mr.
Valdis Dombrovskis, was held on 5th February 2021.

Commitment to the establishment of this Dialogue was a major outcome of the 15th India-EU
Leader’s Summit held in July 2020, with an objective for a Ministerial level guidance towards the
bilateral trade and investment relations.

During the discussions, in the HLD, the Ministers emphasized the importance of global
cooperation and solidarity in a post COVID-19 era and agreed for further deepening of bilateral
trade and investment relationship through a series of regular engagements, aiming at quick
deliverable for the businesses in these tough times.

The Ministers also agreed to meet within the next three months, with an objective for reaching
consensus on a host of bilateral trade & investment cooperation issues viz. a bilateral
Regulatory Dialogue; an India-EU Multilateral Dialogue to explore further possibilities of
cooperation; etc.

In a significant step forward, regular interactions for re-initiation of bilateral trade and investment
agreements, with an interim agreement, to start with, were also discussed.

The Ministers concluded with the confidence and commitment towards a renewed India-EU
commercial and economic partnership reflecting full potential of bilateral commercial relations.

***

YB/SS

The 1st High Level Dialogue (HLD), co-chaired by the Minister of Commerce and Industry Shri
Piyush Goyal and the European Union Executive Vice-President & Trade Commissioner Mr.
Valdis Dombrovskis, was held on 5th February 2021.

Commitment to the establishment of this Dialogue was a major outcome of the 15th India-EU
Leader’s Summit held in July 2020, with an objective for a Ministerial level guidance towards the
bilateral trade and investment relations.

During the discussions, in the HLD, the Ministers emphasized the importance of global
cooperation and solidarity in a post COVID-19 era and agreed for further deepening of bilateral
trade and investment relationship through a series of regular engagements, aiming at quick
deliverable for the businesses in these tough times.

The Ministers also agreed to meet within the next three months, with an objective for reaching
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In a significant step forward, regular interactions for re-initiation of bilateral trade and investment
agreements, with an interim agreement, to start with, were also discussed.

The Ministers concluded with the confidence and commitment towards a renewed India-EU
commercial and economic partnership reflecting full potential of bilateral commercial relations.

***
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-08

PROTESTS SWEEP ACROSS MYANMAR, INTERNET
ACCESS RESTORED PARTIALLY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Mounting resistance:A protester holding a portrait of Aung San Suu Kyi during a demonstration
in Yangon on Sunday.AFPYE AUNG THU  

Tens of thousands of protesters poured onto the streets across Myanmar on Sunday in the
biggest anti-coup rallies yet, as an Internet blackout failed to stifle growing outrage at the
military's ouster of elected leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

Some estimates put the number of protesters in Yangon at 1,00,000 and there were reports of
large demonstrations in other cities condemning the coup that brought Myanmar's 10-year
experiment with democracy to a crashing halt.

Backed by a din of car horns, chanting protesters in Yangon held up banners saying “Justice for
Myanmar”, while others waved the signature red flags of Ms. Suu Kyi’s National League for
Democracy (NLD) party as they marched to City Hall.

Protests planned

“I completely despise the military coup and I am not afraid of a crackdown,” said Kyi Phyu Kyaw,
a 20-year-old university student.

“I will join every day until Amay Suu (Mother Suu) is freed.”

Protesters announced that they would return to the streets at 10 a.m. local time on Monday,
defying the state of emergency imposed by the military and indicating no let-up in their
resistance to the coup.

They also called on civil servants and people employed in other industries to not go to work and
join the protests.

Many flashed the three-finger salute inspired by the Hunger Games films, which became a
symbol of resistance during the pro-democracy protests in Thailand last year.

“We will fight until the end,” said Ye Kyaw, an 18-year-old economics student.

There were also demonstrations in Mawlamyine city and the Magway region.

Monitoring service NetBlocks said Internet access was partially restored on some mobile
networks in Myanmar Sunday afternoon, but social media platforms remained blocked and it
was unclear how long the connectivity would last.
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AN INDIA-EU TRADE PACT MAY STILL REMAIN
ELUSIVE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

After its invitation to British Prime Minister and arch-Brexiteer Boris Johnson to visit India, New
Delhi plans to start negotiations on investment and trade agreements with the European Union
(EU). These are likely to run into the same problems as the discussions that began on a
comprehensive free trade agreement in 2007 but were aborted due to differences on movement
of professionals, labour, human rights and environmental issues and India’s high tariffs,
inconsistent tax regime and non-payment of arbitral awards. Before COVID-19 and Brexit, the
EU had the same GDP as the United States and was one of India’s major trade and investment
partners. Being the largest democracies and unions of linguistically, culturally and ethnically
diverse States, both the EU and India are well suited for a special relationship, but the reality is
that the status is one without any spark of mutual chemistry.

The EU now finds itself in an unusually turbulent situation. COVID-19, Brexit and international
tensions caused by former U.S. President Donald Trump have unsettled the EU and
exacerbated internal discords. The crises of 2020 obfuscated the structural lack of unity in the
EU, because despite its desire for greater integration, it faces obstacles from adherence to the
rule of law to a strategy for dealing with China, Russia, Turkey and Iran. After months of tortuous
negotiation over Hungary and Poland’s objections, member States finally agreed on a long-term
budget and a COVID-19 recovery package of $2 trillion. The two countries had opposed anti-
COVID-19 support being linked to good governance, in particular, accusations of suppression of
human rights and lack of independence in the judiciary.

Comment | India should believe in the EU

The EU’s attempt to condition its budget on the rule of law during the pandemic and recession
only sharpened the emphasis on the veto power to which every member State is entitled. Apart
from the two main defaulters, many others also resiled on civil liberties, making the option of
approving COVID-19 recovery funds by excluding the dissenters a proposition that would have
risked a dangerous controversy on how united the EU should be.

It was not only Britain that spawned a populist movement agitating to leave the EU. Europe’s
many Eurosceptic parties now focus on preventing closer unity, which has been lacking on the
eurozone and migration crises and implementing COVID-19 lockdowns. Elections are due in
many EU States, including Germany and the Netherlands, which both have strong Eurosceptic
movements. The Alternative für Deutschland (Alternative for Germany) is the official opposition
in Germany, while in the Netherlands, Geert Wilders leads the largest opposition party.

The fear of Eurosceptic parties forces mainstream politicians, as in Britain, to adopt populist
rhetoric. Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte and French President Emmanuel Macron have
criticised Islam and anti-secular immigrants, a pattern repeated in other EU countries including
Germany, the Czech Republic and Austria.

Also read | India should now aggressively pursue FTAs with EU, U.K.: Trade experts

The Trump presidency forced Europe to reassess its relationship with America, which stimulated
the EU’s drive for greater self-reliance in security, economics, supply chains and climate
change, and an attempt to emerge as a major global pillar alongside the United States and

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/india-should-believe-in-the-eu/article32094669.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/india-should-now-aggressively-pursue-ftas-with-eu-uk-trade-experts/article33417747.ece
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China. While there is relief that the U.S. may now be more predictable, Europe will resist taking
sides in any U.S.-China tug of war. This is underlined by the EU-China Comprehensive
Agreement on Investment concluded after minimal consultation with Washington.

A common security and defence policy also causes division. Mr. Macron would like to see
Europe take greater control of its security, but Germany, the Netherlands, Portugal and others
are uncomfortable with the prospect of building larger military capabilities, and remain content
with security being subsidised by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the U.S. while they
continue to engage in profitable business with China and Russia.

Comment | The sum and substance of the EU’s China dilemma

The COVID-19 pandemic led to riots in the Netherlands for the first time in 40 years, and the
resignation of the Italian Prime Minister. It also introduced divisive vaccine nationalism into the
Union. The EU hoped that its central vaccination procurement would be a symbol of solidarity,
although initially some members closed their borders, Germany and France restricted exports of
personal protective equipment, and there was suspicion by some about the motives of others
that were hosts to big vaccine producers. Those fissures are now overshadowed by the EU’s
procurement programme for the bloc from Astra-Zeneca, Moderna and Pfizer, which warn that
vaccines cannot be delivered as scheduled due to production problems despite advance
payment, and the anticipated shortfall will be up to 60% in the current year’s quarter. Lately, it
transpires that the German government, ostensibly a strong advocate of European solidarity,
had negotiated a separate vaccine contract with Pfizer in September last year.

For the EU to resolve these innumerable and diverse problems without further widening existing
ruptures will require enormous political will and adroit skill. Trade agreements with India will be
the least of its problems.

Krishnan Srinivasan is a former Foreign Secretary
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world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-02-09

MALABAR NAVAL EXERCISES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

The Malabar series of exercises began as an annual bilateral naval exercise between
India and the US in 1992. Japan joined the Naval Exercises in 2015. Malabar 2020 saw
the participation of the Australian Navy also.

 The Malabar Naval exercises enhanced synergy, interoperability and coordination
between the four country navies. The exercises highlight the convergence of views
among the participating countries on maritime issues and their shared commitment to
an open, inclusive Indo-Pacific and a rules-based international order.

 The 24th edition of Malabar maritime exercise, hosted by Indian Navy in 2020,
witnessed the participation by Indian Navy, United States Navy, Japan Maritime Self
Defence Force and Royal Australian Navy.

This information was tabled in a written reply by Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri Shripad
Naik to a question asked by Shri K Somaprasad in Rajya Sabha today.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-09

CHINA ISSUES NEW ANTI-MONOPOLY RULES
TARGETING ITS TECH GIANTS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

China has in recent months started to tighten scrutiny of its tech giants, reversing a once
laissez-faire approach.   | Photo Credit: Reuters

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

China's market regulator released new anti-monopoly guidelines on Sunday that target internet
platforms, tightening existing restrictions faced by the country's tech giants.

The new rules formalise an earlier anti-monopoly draft law released in November and clarify a
series of monopolistic practices that regulators plan to crack down on.

The guidelines are expected to put new pressure on the country's leading internet services,
including e-commerce sites such as Alibaba Group's Taobao and Tmall marketplaces or
JD.com. They will also cover payment services like Ant Group's Alipay or Tencent Holding's
WeChat Pay.

The rules, issued by the State Administration for Market Regulation (SAMR) on its website, bar
companies from a range of behaviour, including forcing merchants to choose between the
country's top internet players, a long-time practice in the market.

Also Read | Trump's China tech war backfires on automakers as chips run short

SAMR said the latest guidelines would "stop monopolistic behaviours in the platform economy
and protect fair competition in the market."

The notice also said it will stop companies from pricefixing, restricting technologies and using
data and algorithms to manipulate the market.

In a Q&A accompanying the notice, SAMR said reports of internet-related anti-monopoly
behaviour had been increasing, and that it was facing challenges regulating the industry.

"The behaviour is more concealed, the use of data, algorithms, platform rules and so on make it
more difficult to discover and determine what are monopoly agreements," it said.

Also Read | China to push its tech giants to share consumer credit data

China has in recent months started to tighten scrutiny of its tech giants, reversing a once
laissez-faire approach.

In December, regulators launched an antitrust investigation into Alibaba Group following the
dramatic suspension of the $37 billion initial public offering plan of its payment affiliate, Ant
Group.

At the time, regulators warned the company over practices including forcing merchants to sign
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exclusive cooperation pact sat the expense of other internet platforms.
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We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.
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Data from research firm IDC showed Apple's shipments surged 22% to a record 90.1 million
phones in the quarter, giving it global market share of 23.4%.

A contest among Wyoming schoolchildren will decide the new supercomputer's name.
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unlimited access to The Hindu.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2021-02-10

GOLDEN VISAS BECKON WELL-HEELED INDIANS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Indian Diaspora

The number of Indians seeking to emigrate through the investment route has more than doubled
during the pandemic from the previous year, outpacing the global average growth of 50%,
consultants said

Wealthy Indians are exploring golden visa programmes, which confer residency and even
citizenship in exchange for a large investment, as they look for an attractive and stable
residential option for their families, visa consultants said.

The number of Indians seeking to emigrate through the investment route has more than doubled
during the pandemic from the previous year, outpacing the global average growth of 50%,
consultants said.

“Demand from Indian clients has always been very strong, but since the pandemic, demand has
increased from all over the world, including Indians," said Elizabeth Edwards, marketing
manager at La Vida Golden Visas, the UK.

Also Read | Inside the third front of the farm agitation

The golden visa caters to high net worth individuals (HNIs) who want to acquire residency in a
foreign country by investing in a business or by purchasing property.

Portugal’s golden visa residency programme is the most popular among Indians seeking to
emigrate to Europe.

For many Indians, global business links and children’s education in top schools or universities in
Europe, the UK or the US, are some of the key factors driving their decisions to opt for the
investment visa programmes.

“India is a big market for golden visa schemes with a large number of rich Indian millionaires
looking to immigrate in search of new opportunities," said Jayalalitha Akurathi, director at Y-Axis
Overseas Careers, which advises clients on immigration.

India saw the third highest outflow of wealthy individuals last year. Nearly 5,000 millionaires, or
2% of the total number of high net worth individuals in India, left the country in 2020, according
to Global Wealth Migration Review report.

Immigration consultants said passports have become the new safe haven, offering safety and
asset protection for families.

A second passport, giving dual citizenship status, is a must for any high net worth individual
investor in their investment portfolio to cover against global crisis and uncertainties.

In terms of cost, Caribbean programmes are the most cost-effective. Single applicants need to
spend a total of $140,000 (around 1 crore), including fees, and a family of four can apply from
around $180,000 upwards.

European programmes are more expensive. The entry-level for a golden visa real estate
purchase in Portugal is $280,000.

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/inside-the-third-front-of-the-farm-agitation-11612884327190.html
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Additionally, Indians looking to simply increase their visa-free travel options are also investing in
Grenada’s citizen by investment or donation programmes.

For many, investment in real estate to obtain a golden visa is often an attractive option and
allows freedom of travel throughout the EU Schengen zone through a residency card.

There are a number of countries in Europe and in the Caribbean offering residency programmes
or a second passport and citizenship.

Preferred countries are New Zealand, the Caribbean Islands, Portugal, Malta, Spain, Cyprus
and Greece.

Countries such as Malta, Cyprus and the Caribbean nations of St. Kitts, Antigua, Grenada and
Dominica, all allow Indian citizens to apply for a second passport.

“With economies across the globe suffering from the ongoing fallout of the pandemic, some
governments have also expanded their visa offerings over the past year to make up for lost tax
revenue, a phenomenon also seen in the wake of the 2008 financial crisis," adds Akurathi of Y-
Axis Overseas Careers.

Citizenship, however, is not guaranteed even if you receive a golden visa. In order to receive
citizenship in a certain EU state through a golden visa, the applicant must spend a specific
amount of time living there.

Requirements for citizenship by investment differ from country to country but is usually about 10
years of continuous residency.

Some countries offer citizenship after a shorter period (such as Greece, after seven years) or
even without any stay requirements at all.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2021-02-10

INDIA IMPORTANT PARTNER IN INDO-PACIFIC: US
STATE DEPARTMENT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

The United States on Tuesday called India was one of the most important partners in the Indo-
Pacific region and welcomed its emergence as a leading global power and its role as a net
security provider in the region.

The United States on Tuesday called India was one of the most important partners in the Indo-
Pacific region and welcomed its emergence as a leading global power and its role as a net
security provider in the region.

"India is one of the most important partners in the Indo-Pacific region to us. We welcome India's
emergence as a leading global power and its role as a net security provider in the region," said
US State Department spokesperson Ned Price during a press briefing.

Also Read | Inside the third front of the farm agitation

"We cooperate on a wide range of diplomatic and security issues, including defense, non-
proliferation, regional cooperation in the Indo-Pacific, counter-terrorism, peacekeeping,
environment, health, education, technology, agriculture, space and oceans and that list is not
exhaustive," he added.

Price also welcomed India's tenure at the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) as a non-
permanent member, adding that the US remains India's largest trading partner, with total
bilateral trade increasing to USD 146 billion in 2019.

The State Department spokesperson also mentioned the conversation between US State
Secretary Antony Blinken and External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar.

"Secretary Blinken today spoke with his Indian counterpart Foreign Minister Jaishankar. I think I
would start by saying that the US-India comprehensive strategic partnership is both broad as
well as multifaceted. We will continue to engage at the highest levels of pour government to
deepen cooperation on many fronts and we are confident that the strong and upward trajectory
of our partnership will continue," he said.

Speaking on India-China talks on border dispute: "We are closely monitoring the situation. We
know the ongoing talks between governments of India and China and we continue to support
direct dialogue and a peaceful resolution of those border disputes."

He further commented that the US is concerned by Beijing's pattern of ongoing attempts to
intimidate its neighbours. (ANI)
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-10

INDIA MUST RETURN TO TRADITIONAL DIPLOMACY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

The target audiences of Indian diplomacy’s public articulation and responses are changing
radically as shown by the statement of the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), of February 3, on
singer Rihanna’s tweet. The direction of Indian diplomacy’s external publicity is no longer
confined to other governments, international organisations, external and domestic political and
business elites, and conference halls and negotiating tables. It now extends to international
“celebrities”, some of whose status is determined very largely by their pop star status. It also
seeks to take into account apparent and latent sentiment on the Indian streets not only to clarify
India’s diplomatic positions or refute allegations and misperceptions but also to whip up
sentiment on issues important to the government. Finally, it aims to forcefully convey to foreign
audiences, India’s unwillingness to accept perceived or real interference in the country’s
domestic affairs.

This development is part of the government’s impatience with the norms of old-fashioned
diplomacy. It is in keeping with the emphasis on establishing a personal rapport with global
leaders and what has been often stressed by the External Affairs Minister, S. Jaishankar — the
need to take risks to advance Indian positions and interests. Thus, new and assertive norms are
being adopted which, at least till now, have demonstrated a disdain for international liberal
opinion. It is beyond dispute that new directions for Indian diplomacy, in form as well as in
substance, should be constantly sought. But the test of innovation can only be one: is it more
effective in advancing Indian objectives?

Also read | Tweets by Rihanna, Greta Thunberg a wake up call, says Chidambaram

It is on this basis that the MEA statement and the widespread social media activity that followed
need to be judged. While the statement’s origin will not be authoritatively known, it can be
legitimately surmised that it was/could not have been through the normal processes of the MEA.
Hence, it would have been on the basis of a political decision. The hash tags attached to the
statements lend credence to this view as also the intensely orchestrated social media response
from Indian personalities to tweets by Ms. Rihanna and others. There is nothing intrinsically
wrong in building public opinion; all governments as well as groups do so. It is part of the global
political and diplomatic processes but must be part of a careful strategy to achieve objectives.
Otherwise, it can be counter-productive.

Mr. Jaishankar tweeted after the MEA statement: “Motivated campaigns targeting India will
never succeed. We have the self-confidence today to hold our own. This India will push back”.
These combative words require a sober analysis.

There is little doubt that Khalistani groups in western countries would have sensed an
opportunity to fish in troubled waters of the farmers’ agitation in the Punjab. There should also
be no doubt that the Pakistani generals, who have continuously sought to keep the embers of
the Khalistan movement warm, would be looking for opportunities to create trouble. This is
notwithstanding that the patriotism of Indian Sikhs and their contributions to the nation are
beyond question. Thus, it would not be surprising at all if there are “motivated campaigns”
against India under way on these issues.

Mr. Jaishankar’s assertion that the India of today is self-confident to hold its own is of course
true, but it can be argued that right from Independence, India has displayed the self-assurance
not to take things lying down; only the methods may have been different. Again, there can be no

https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/33456/Press_Statement_on_recent_comments_by_foreign_individuals_and_entities_on_the_farmers_protests
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quarrel with the External Affairs Minister’s warning that India will “push back”. The issue is not
about should India “push back” but how and against what and whom. The answers to these
questions hold the keys to the effectiveness of diplomacy whose ultimate target audience has to
be not domestic sectional interests but global opinion and in the context of India’s external
interests.

Also read | Akshay, Ajay and others say 'India against propaganda' after Rihanna, Greta support
farmers

In this context, a look at the way the Narendra Modi government handled criticism from liberal
sections abroad, of the administrative steps taken in Jammu and Kashmir after the constitutional
changes of August 2019 and the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), and the protests that
followed, are instructive. India then refused to purposefully engage its international liberal critics
though it publicly asserted security concerns for the administrative steps and laid stress on the
point that the CAA did not impinge on the rights of the Indian minorities. Indeed, the government
treated its global media critics with disdain, with Mr. Jaishankar emphasising that India’s
reputation was not decided by a ‘newspaper in New York’. Certainly, there was no frenzied
response on social media to the allegations against the government on human rights matters
through all these episodes.

On this occasion, was the severe response to Ms. Rihanna’s tweet on account of her large
social media following while the popular reach of global liberal opinion especially in the
Trumpian era was limited? Was the object to deter foreign critics from lending their names to
“manipulated campaigns”? Was it thought that if more celebrities joined, the farmers’ protest
would be energised? If these were the thoughts behind the decision then there is a need to
check if it succeeded or gave an oxygen boost to the Rihanna tweet.

Also, it is difficult to imagine that foreign critics like Ms. Rihanna, or for that matter of the Greta
Thunberg kind, would be deterred by a concerted Indian pushback of the nature that has been
undertaken. In the days of conventional diplomacy, the Rihanna tweet would have perhaps been
just ignored, at least officially. But now ‘the times they are a-changin’. So, is what the MEA doing
headed in the right direction? Perhaps, the erudite External Affairs Minister should ponder over
this, and in doing so also take into account his earlier avatar, as a diplomat.

Comment | Reframing India’s foreign policy priorities

The Delhi police have filed a first information report (FIR) against unknown persons who
prepared a ‘toolkit’ which was attached to the first tweet of Swedish teen climate activist Greta
Thunberg. The FIR revealed that those undertaking “motivated campaigns” were actively
undertaking efforts to embarrass and even harm India through the farmers’ protest. A benign
view of their objectives can be dismissed.

India should of course press the governments concerned, especially of Canada, to take action
against Khalistani elements. The fact though is that these countries, Canada in particular, have
shown scant regard for Indian concerns on this account and it is unlikely that they will change
course now. Through all this the question that still remains is whether the social storm
unleashed in India after the Rihanna tweet would deter other foreign celebrities from pursuing
the now amended ‘toolkit’. And when have criminal cases based on this kind of an FIR ever
reached fruition?

Comment | Needed, a map for India’s foreign policy

Finally, it is not the Rihanna-like celebrities who will pose the real challenge in the coming
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months to the Narendra Modi government, but liberal opinion in democratic western societies.
And, it will have far more traction with the advent of the Joe Biden administration in the United
States. A pointer is the interaction of top U.S. Congress members in the India Caucus had,
recently; asking India to ensure that “norms of democracy are maintained and peaceful protests
and demonstrations be allowed”, with this being conveyed to India’s Ambassador to the U.S.,
Taranjit Singh Sandhu. The government would be now conscious of engaging international
liberal opinion rather than merely dismissing it. This does not imply coming under pressure on
matters of critical importance to Indian interests. But it does mean taking recourse to traditional
diplomacy even if it is stodgy and unappealing to sections of nationalist Indian opinion.

Vivek Katju is a retired diplomat
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BITCOIN POWERS TO NEW HIGH AS TESLA TAKES IT
MAINSTREAM

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

China's Feitian Technologies Co Ltd, which makes technology for digital payments, rose 4.47%
on Tuesday.   | Photo Credit: AFP

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

Bitcoin extended gains on Tuesday to a record high as the afterglow of Tesla Inc's investment in
the cryptocurrency had investors reckoning it would become a mainstream asset class for both
corporates and money managers.

Bitcoin has more than doubled over two months as institutional investors search for alternative
wealth stores and retail traders ride the wave. Monday's leap after Tesla's announcement was
its largest daily rise in more than three years.

It climbed to a new peak of $48,216 late in the Asian afternoon on Tuesday. Rival
cryptocurrency ethereum had struck a record high of $1,784.85 in the early morning.

Also Read | Elon Musk says bitcoin "on the verge" of being more widely accepted

Shares of companies that provide trading platforms for bitcoin and the technology to "mine" the
cryptocurrency surged in China, South Korea, and Australia, and big computer chipmaking
companies such as SK Hynix also rose.

The U.S. dollar slumped against most currencies.

Analysts figured Tesla's announcement that it had bought $1.5 billion in bitcoin and that it would
take the cryptocurrency as payment for cars is part of a larger shift as companies and big
investment houses follow small traders into the asset.

"While you can now buy a Tesla with bitcoin, I wouldn't suggest doing so," said Michael Bucella,
partner at crypto investment firm BlockTower on CNBC. "We're in a position where these are the
earliest phases of an allocation to bitcoin from the institutional and corporate community."

Also Read | To coin or not to coin?: The must-knows for the crypto-curious

Bitcoin is already up 62% this year, on top of a 300% rally last year, as investors search for
alternatives to the greenback because of the U.S. Federal Reserve's 0% interest rates.

Central bankers and regulators, particularly in China, are also starting to embrace issuing their
own digital currencies for everyday use, in a major break from the conventional workings of
global finance.

"Digital currencies, it seems clear to us, are going to bean increasing part of financial
architecture very broadly and potentially portfolios moving forward," Ben Powell, APAC chief
investment strategist at BlackRock's Investment Institute, said on CNBC.
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"There isn't just news in the U.S. with the bitcoin situation, but in China we've got a rollout of
China's digital currency with so-called 'red packets'."

Also Read | Crypto inflows slump after December record - report

Tesla boss Elon Musk has long been a cryptocurrency fan - he has talked them up online - but
Tesla's hard currency investment came as a surprise that has put a rocket under the sector.

Even dogecoin, a joke cryptocurrency with a dog as its symbol, has seen its value turbocharged
after Musk mentioned it on Twitter. It has jumped by 13% in the past day, according to
CoinMarketCap.

China's Feitian Technologies Co Ltd, which makes technology for digital payments, rose 4.47%
on Tuesday.

Beijing will issue 10 million yuan ($1.55 million) worth of digital currency to residents that can be
used during the Lunar New Year holiday starting on Thursday, domestic media reported.

In addition, Chinese are expected to send billions of yuan to each other during the week-long
holiday via chat apps such as WeChat - digital versions of traditional 'red packet' envelopes filled
with cash. ($1 = 6.4493 Chinese yuan)
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Suresh Nambath
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Data from research firm IDC showed Apple's shipments surged 22% to a record 90.1 million
phones in the quarter, giving it global market share of 23.4%.

A contest among Wyoming schoolchildren will decide the new supercomputer's name.
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THOUSANDS DEFY MYANMAR PROTEST BAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Taking a stand:Protesters participating in a demonstration against the military coup in Yangon
on Wednesday.AFPSTR  

Tens of thousands of people took to the streets of Myanmar’s biggest city for a fifth consecutive
day on Wednesday, defying a ban on protests as the military moved to tighten its grip on the
country.

Crowds swarmed through Yangon demanding the release of Aung San Suu Kyi, facing down
police a day after officers dispersed crowds elsewhere with tear gas and rubber bullets, and
ramped up their harassment of the ousted leader’s party.

The sudden escalation of force against the demonstrations sweeping the country since last
week’s coup prompted a fresh chorus of international condemnation after officers fired live
rounds at one rally in the capital Naypyidaw.

Two people were critically wounded in the incident — including one woman who was shot in the
head. Images depicting her in the moments after she was shot were by Wednesday appearing
on a huge protest banner and had been widely shared online alongside expressions of grief and
fury.

“They can shoot a young woman but they can’t steal the hope and resolve of a determined
people,” United Nations Special Rapporteur Tom Andrews said on Wednesday.

Massive crowds returned to the streets of Yangon on Wednesday, where the day before they
had faced off against a phalanx of riot police standing alongside water cannon trucks near Ms.
Suu Kyi’s residence.

More detained

More politicians from Ms. Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) were detained on
Tuesday, along with 30 others — including a journalist from local broadcaster DVB — at a
protest in Mandalay, the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners monitoring group said.

Their arrests came as police fired tear gas at protesters in the city who were waving red NLD
flags.

State media claimed that the crowd had used “obscene language” and thrown objects at police,
injuring four officers, in its first direct mention of the protests since they began on the weekend.

“Therefore, the police members dispersed in accordance with the methods and laws,” the state-
run Global New Light of Myanmar newspaper reported, without mentioning other police
confrontations elsewhere in the country.

But elsewhere the discipline of security forces appeared to be breaking down, with four officers
defecting from their lines in the eastern town of Loikaw to join the anti-coup protests, according
to local media reports.
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The military justified last week’s power grab by claiming widespread voter fraud in the November
polls, which saw a landslide for Ms. Suu Kyi’s party.

The UN Human Rights Council has said it would hold a special session on Friday to discuss the
crisis.
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TAKING THE LONG VIEW WITH CHINA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

In late January, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said that while both India and China
remained committed to a multipolar world, they should recognise that a “multipolar Asia” was
one of its essential constituents. As it moves to becoming the third largest economy in the world,
India needs to have a clear-eyed world view and strategy as it makes hard choices. It needs to
reject the developing country regional mindset that has hobbled national aims and foreign policy.

The Year End Review of the Ministry of Defence pertinently refers to the “sanctity of our claims
in Eastern Ladakh” instead of the term “border” used since 1954, opening space for a
settlement. We are now confidently moving out of the predicament that Jawaharlal Nehru placed
us in Kashmir, fully integrating it into the Indian Union and consolidating our claim line.

The External Affairs Ministry is also now more forthright. We have a “special and privileged
strategic partnership” with Russia, which provides more than three-quarter of India’s military
equipment, and a “comprehensive global strategic partnership” with the U.S. despite the United
States Strategic Framework for the Indo-Pacific, 2018, wishing that India sees the U.S. as its
preferred partner on security issues. India’s relationship with the U.S.-led Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue (Quad), where the others are military allies, has rightly been cautious, as U.S.
President Joe Biden sees China as a ‘strategic competitor’ rather than a ‘strategic rival’. Realism
dictates that India does not need to compromise on its strategic autonomy.

The foreign policy challenge for India is really two sides of the China conundrum: defining
engagement with its neighbour which is consolidating an expanding Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) while remaining involved with the strategic, security and technological concerns of the U.S.
located across the vast Pacific Ocean. The U.S. ‘Annual Report to Congress: Military and
Security Developments involving the People’s Republic of China’ cautions that U.S. aircraft
carriers, symbols of the country’s military hegemony, may not enjoy unquestioned dominance for
much longer. Former President Barack Obama’s military pivot to Asia failed to overawe China in
the South China Sea and the costs of former President Donald Trump’s trade tariffs were borne
by American consumers and companies.

In the financial sphere, there is the real possibility of the Chinese renminbi becoming a global
reserve currency or e-yuan becoming the digital payments currency. China is the world’s largest
trading economy. It could soon become the world’s largest economy — the Fortune Global 500
list of the world’s largest companies by revenue for the first time contains more companies
based in China, including Hong Kong, than in the U.S. The BRI countries are using the renminbi
in financial transactions with China, and can be expected to use it in transactions with each
other. Even the European Union, smarting under Mr. Trump’s sanctions, created its own cross-
border clearing mechanism for trade. China has stitched together an investment agreement with
the EU and with most of Asia. Relative attractiveness will determine when the dollar goes the
way of the sterling and the guilder. China, facing technological sanctions from the U.S., may well
put in the hard work to make this happen soon.

Some form of the EU’s China policy of seeing the emerging superpower as a partner,
competitor, and economic rival depending on the policy area in question is going to be the global
norm. The EU’s reaching out to China despite misgivings of the U.S. means the West has given
up on containing the rise of China. This broad perspective is also reflected in India’s participation
in both the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, led by Beijing and Moscow and designed to
resist the spread of Western interests, and in the U.S.-led Quad, with its anti-China stance.
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Within the United Nations, India’s interests have greater congruence with China’s interests
rather than the U.S.’s and the EU’s; sharing the COVID-19 vaccine with other countries
distinguishes India, and China, from the rest.

Also read | A strong India would act as ‘counterbalance’ to China, says declassified U.S.
document

The congruence between India and the U.S. lies in the U.S.’s declared strategic objective of
promoting an integrated economic development model in the Indo-Pacific as a credible
alternative to the BRI, but with a caveat. China opening new opportunities for countries in the
Eurasian landmass means that ASEAN will not easily move out of the BRI infrastructure, digital,
finance and trade linkages; Sri Lanka is a recent example. The China-led Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank has increased its membership to 100 countries. China is now the second-
biggest financial contributor to the UN and has published more high-impact research papers
than the U.S. did in 23 out of 30 “hot” research fields and enhancing its ‘soft power’ nearly to
levels achieved by the U.S. earlier.

Instead of an alternate development model, India should move the Quad towards supplementing
the infrastructure push of the BRI in line with other strategic concerns in the region. For
example, developing their scientific, technological capacity and digital economy, based on
India’s digital stack and financial resources of other Quad members, will resonate with Asia and
Africa.

Analysis | With China, India will have to be 'atmanirbhar'

Another area where India can play a ‘bridging role’ is global governance whose principles,
institutions and structures now have to accommodate other views for issue-based
understandings. President Xi Jinping’s “community with shared future for mankind”, and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s “climate justice” and asking how long India will be excluded from the
UN Security Council, challenge the frame of the liberal order without providing specific
alternatives. With respect to digital data, the defining issue of the 21st century, India has recently
expressed that there must be reciprocity in data sharing, and this is the kind of ‘big idea’ for
sharing prosperity that will gain traction with other countries.

Also read | China still ‘largest source of critical items’ for India

India’s recent policies are gaining influence at the expense of China and the West, and both
know this trend will accelerate. The steps to a $5 trillion economy, shift to indigenous capital
military equipment, and a new Science, Technology and Innovation Policy underline impact,
capacity and interests. ASEAN remains keen India re-join its trade pact to balance China. It is
being recognised that India’s software development prowess could shape a sustainable post-
industrial state different to the U.S. and China model.

As in the historical past, Asia is big enough for both Asian giants to have complementary roles,
share prosperity and be independent of each other and of the West.

Mukul Sanwal is a former UN diplomat
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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MOSCOW URGES TEHRAN TO SHOW ‘RESTRAINT’
AFTER NEW BREACH

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Russia on Thursday urged Iran to show restraint after it started producing uranium metal in a
new breach of limits laid out in Tehran’s nuclear deal with world powers.

“We understand the logic of their actions and the reasons prompting Iran. Despite this, it is
necessary to show restraint and a responsible approach,” Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei
Ryabkov told state news agency RIA Novosti.

The Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) said on Wednesday that it had
verified the production of 3.6 grammes of uranium metal at a plant in Iran.

The landmark deal — reached in 2015 by the U.S., China, Russia, Germany, France and Britain
— contained a 15-year ban on “producing or acquiring plutonium or uranium metals or their
alloys”.

Iran said last month it was researching uranium metal production, a sensitive issue because
uranium metal can be used as a component in nuclear weapons. Mr. Ryabkov said Iran’s move
demonstrated Tehran’s “determination not to put up with the current situation”, after it warned
that time was running out for U.S. President Joe Biden’s administration to save the agreement.

In 2018, the then U.S. president Donald Trump dramatically withdrew from the Iran nuclear deal
and reimposed crippling economic sanctions on Tehran. Mr. Biden is seeking to revive the
agreement, but the two sides appear to be in a stand-off over who acts first.
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PHASED DISENGAGEMENT AT PANGONG TSO:
RAJNATH

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

“It is, therefore, our expectation that the Chinese side will work with us in full sincerity to resolve
these remaining issues,” he asserted.

India had consistently maintained that while bilateral relations could develop in parallel with
discussions on resolving the boundary question, any serious disturbance in peace and
tranquillity along the LAC in the border areas was bound to have adverse implications for the
direction of our bilateral ties.

“The actions by the Chinese side since last year have seriously disturbed peace and tranquillity.
Consequently they have also had an impact on the overall relationship,” he observed.

After Mr, Singh’s statement, Rajya Sabha Chairman M. Venkaiah Naidu denied opportunity to
members to seek clarifications on the statement. He said it was a a matter of national unity and
security. “Discussions are to go on for the next 48 hours and we don’t want to create a
controversy; it is not good,” he said, adding that he would consider the demand for an in camera
meeting with the Minister.

Tanks and mechanised elements have started moving back from South Bank and distances,
including the latitudes and longitudes, up to which they have to move back, had been agreed
upon in the agreement, a defence official said.

Both sides have worked out a detailed step by step plan for pullback of troops and equipment,
the official stated. Joint verification would be done together at each step, he added.

In a pre-emptive move on August 29 and 30, 2020, the Army had occupied some unoccupied
heights in the Chushul sector from Thakung to Rechin La within the Indian perception of the
LAC, foiling the Chinese People’s Liberation Army attempts to dominate the heights.

As part of the agreement, the Indian Army will vacate these peaks and pull back troops and
equipment, while China would remove structures between Finger 4 to Finger 8 on North Bank
and withdraw troops.
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IN BIDEN’S POLICY PURSUIT, THE WORLD ORDER
CHALLENGE
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Some of the remarks by Joe Biden, now the United States President, during the U.S.
presidential election campaign have come to haunt him. He had, in August 2019, been a strident
critic of the U.S. withdrawal from the nuclear agreement with Iran, formally the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). He had then promised that, subject to Iran’s
compliance with its obligations, the U.S. would re-enter the agreement.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, in a recent Foreign Affairs article, has reminded
Mr. Biden of his commitment and called on him to end the “failed policies” of the earlier
administration that had made West Asia “the most militarised region in the world”. He also
warned that “containment” of Iran would not work.

Comment | On Iran, it is decision time for Biden

Israel has given the opposite message: its armed forces commander, Lt. Gen. Aviv Kochavi, in a
belligerent speech on January 26, said that the nuclear agreement was “bad and must not be
allowed”. He added that Israel had operational plans to take “decisive action”. Israel and the
U.S.’s Gulf allies, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, have also insisted that they be
involved with the discussions with Iran on the revival of the agreement.

In office, Mr. Biden has shown little urgency on the JCPOA matter. Clearly, there are some
serious issues at stake here. Despite the sanctions, Iran’s regional influence remains significant,
based on the backing of Shia militia in such diverse locales as Lebanon, Iraq, Yemen and Syria.
The Iranian ability to mobilise militants across the region is viewed by Israel and some the Gulf
Arab states as threatening their security, the latter being concerned about Iran’s influence with
their Shia populations as well.

The capabilities of Iran’s precision missiles and drones are also a matter of regional anxiety. Iran
has focused on the domestic development of missiles due to international sanctions on defence
supplies. Iran views them as defensive assets that give it a deterrence capability. Given the
advanced air and missile power available with Israel, Saudi Arabia and some other Gulf states,
there is no prospect of Iran curtailing its missiles and drone programmes.

Editorial | The Iran challenge: On Joe Biden’s Tehran policy

Mr. Biden in office has already revealed that despite some differences in policy content and
diplomatic style, his term is likely to show more continuity than change where the U.S.’s core
interests are concerned, specifically in its ties with Russia, China and Iran.

For instance, in his CBS interview on February 7, Mr. Biden said he had not spoken to the
Chinese President, Xi Jinping, who “doesn’t have a democratic bone in his body”, and
anticipated “extreme competition” on global economic issues. The U.S. Secretary of State,
Antony J. Blinken, was tough with his counterpart in their telephonic conversation, and raised
“human rights and democratic values” in the context of Xinjiang, Tibet and Hong Kong.

Also read | Biden sets new demands for Iran nuclear deal return: NYT
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Again, Mr. Biden is likely to reverse his predecessor Donald Trump’s personal accommodative
approach towards Russia and adopt the U.S.’s traditional confrontational posture. The White
House said that, in his conversation with Russian President Vladimir Putin on January 26, he
made it clear that the U.S. “will act firmly in defence of our national interests in response to
actions by Russia” and brought up Ukraine, the cyber attacks and the poisoning of Russian
Opposition leader Alexei Navalny.

Mr. Biden’s Iran policy is likely to match Mr. Trump’s hardline approach on substantive matters,
but without the bravado and crude brinkmanship of the former President. On January 29, the
Pentagon spokesperson described Iran as a “malign actor” in the region, referred to Iran’s
“active ballistic missiles” programmes, the fact that it is still “re-spinning centrifuges”, and
highlighted the need to protect the U.S.’s regional partners from Iran’s “acts of terrorism” —
these issues and the accompanying rhetoric are the same as those of the Trump administration.
This approach also panders to Iran’s regional rivals who wish to see the Islamic republic
emasculated and isolated.

There will thus be no dramatic change in the U.S.’s approach to Iran on the nuclear question.
The appointment of a Special Envoy for Iran, Robert Malley, suggests that the U.S. is looking at
a long-term diplomatic engagement not just on nuclear issues but on all matters that have
security implications for the U.S. and its regional partners.

Also read | International Court of Justice ruling big victory in bid to end sanctions, says Iran
president

To encourage this dialogue, the U.S. could offer some palliatives to Iran, such as International
Monetary Fund providing funds to combat the novel coronavirus pandemic, but with no early
easing of sanctions on oil sales. Iran may quickly find that it has to largely depend on its own
resources to manage its interests at home and in the region. Its elections in June could thus put
in place leaders who see no benefits in working cooperatively with western powers.

Battle lines will thus remain in place in the region — Israel, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates will be in a face-off with Iran and its allies, Iraq, Syria and its Shia militia — in a
prolonged war of attrition that does not resolve any issue, but continues to wreak death and
destruction.

Alternatively, we could see a genuine regional effort to ease tensions and promote regional
confidence, spearheaded by Qatar, working with Russia and, possibly, China. Qatar’s Foreign
Minister has already proposed direct engagement with Iran. Perhaps, Saudi Arabia and the
UAE, already facing heat from the Biden administration, will see the value of this approach as
they had done during heightened tensions in the Gulf waters in 2019: the UAE had then
discussed maritime security with Iran, while Saudi Arabia had encouraged mediation efforts by
regional states.

Comment | Weighing in on the Biden presidency

As Mr. Biden pursues policies of an earlier era, he will find that much has changed in West Asia
and the world since he was last in office. Not only is Russia now an influential player in the
region, China, too, with its Belt and Road Initiative, has high stakes in regional stability. The
Sino-Iran 25 years agreement, which was leaked last year, envisages their substantial and long-
term cooperation in political, security, military, economic, energy and logistical connectivity
areas. Its formal finalisation was deliberately postponed by both sides to see what the U.S.
elections would throw up. With Mr. Biden being confrontational, they are likely to pursue this
partnership more openly and robustly.
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Mr. Biden will thus witness a new world order, shaped by a coalition of Russia, China and Iran,
in which the U.S. is no longer the most significant role-player.

This tectonic change will define international affairs in coming decades.

Talmiz Ahmad is a former diplomat
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ORDER AT THE BORDER: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
INDIA-CHINA DISENGAGEMENT AT THE LAC

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

India and China finally reaching an agreement on disengagement at Pangong Lake, which has
been at the heart of the recent LAC tensions, is a promising start towards restoring peace in the
border areas. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said both sides will cease their forward
deployments on the north and south banks of the lake in a phased, coordinated, and verified
manner. China’s Ministry of Defence announced an agreement “to start synchronised and
organised disengagement”. Both sides have agreed to a temporary moratorium on patrolling in
the disputed areas north and south of the lake. The withdrawal of armoured elements, including
tanks that have been in dangerously close proximity, began on Wednesday. All frontline
personnel will subsequently be withdrawn over the next two to three weeks. North of the lake,
China’s troops will return to their base at Sirijap, east of Finger 8, while India’s troops will
similarly return to their permanent base at Dhan Singh Thapa post, at Finger 3. India previously
patrolled on foot up to Finger 8 — there is no motorable road access from India’s side to areas
east of Finger 4 — while China has dominated up to Finger 4, having already built a road there
and enjoying superior logistics. Starting last summer, Chinese troops had prevented India from
reaching Finger 8, leading to the crisis. Now, the entire contested area, from 4 to 8, will become
a buffer zone and all temporary infrastructure built after April 2020 will be withdrawn. Similarly,
both sides will return to their bases south of the lake, where India will vacate the heights it
occupied in an effective countermove in late August in the Kailash range, which gave India much
needed leverage to negotiate as well as demonstrated its resolve to match China’s actions.

The stand-offs on the north and south banks, involving troops and artillery, remained the hardest
nut to crack over nine long rounds of talks between military commanders. With this agreement,
the only pending problems now are smaller, less concerning stand-offs involving fewer troops in
Patrolling Points 15 and 17A in the Gogra-Hot Springs area, which will be taken up 48 hours
after disengagement at Pangong Lake is completed over the next few weeks. In the Depsang
plains, there is no stand-off situation or heavy deployment of troops, but a long-running dispute
over the LAC and blocking of patrols that predates the current crisis and as yet remains
unresolved. The success of the new disengagement plan will finally depend on whether it is
implemented on the ground in letter and in spirit. The events of last year have left enormous
distrust, which remains a hurdle and China’s actions on the ground have not always matched its
commitments. Both sides should keep in mind what is at stake for the broader relationship
between the two most populous countries, which ultimately hinges on peace on the border.

You have reached your limit for free articles this month.

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days free trial. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliament-proceedings-coordinated-disengagement-at-pangong-tso-lake-area-rajnath-singh-tells-rajya-sabha/article33807918.ece?homepage=true
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/chinas-military-says-india-china-have-begun-disengagement-from-pangong-lake/article33801767.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-china-agree-to-return-to-pre-april-2020-positions-in-eastern-ladakh/article33803617.ece
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=33814189&utm_campaign=editorial&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=33814189&utm_campaign=editorial


Page 63

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper, crossword and print.

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.

Subscribe to The Hindu now and get unlimited access.

Already have an account? Sign In

Start your 14 days free trial Sign Up

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=33814189&utm_campaign=editorial#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=article&utm_campaign=hindu
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 64

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 65

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-12

FROM MYANMAR TO PAKISTAN, LOTS OF WORDS
BUT NO ACTION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Demonstrators turn on their mobile phone torches as they protest against Myanmar military coup
in Tokyo on February 11, 2021.   | Photo Credit: REUTERS

First speeches after coups are important. When a man in uniform takes over and deposes a
civilian government, he goes on television to announce the contours of his mission. He usually
promises order, stability and growth — a renewal of the nation after the disorder — and
elections in a bit.

Two days after the February 1 coup ousting Aung San Suu Kyi and other National League for
Democracy (NLD) leaders from power in Myanmar, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing found fault
with the November 2020 general elections that returned the NLD to power with an increased
majority.

Explainer | Why did the Myanmar military stage a coup?

“After emergency provisions tasks are finished, free and fair multiparty elections will be held
according to the Constitution. The winning party will be transferred state duty according to
democratic standards,” he promised.

On October 12, 1999, I was in Islamabad and had the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to report
how General Pervez Musharraf ousted Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif from power in a bloodless
coup.

At 2.50 a.m. on the morning of October 13, Gen. Musharraf went on State-run Pakistan
Television (there were no private channels then) and announced that he had moved in as a “last
resort” to prevent “any further destabilisation”. Addressing “his countrymen”, Gen. Musharraf
stated, “I request you all to remain calm and support your armed forces in the re-establishment
of order to pave the way for a prosperous future for Pakistan.”

Editorial | Setback in Myanmar: on military coup

The olive greens and khaki leaders always promised order and stability. In Myanmar, the Senior
General seems to suggest that his actions are in accordance with the Constitution and “proper”
elections will lead to the restoration of “democracy”.

Even in the pre-social media world, Gen. Musharraf took the title of ‘Chief Executive’ and not
Chief Martial Law Administrator (CMLA) like his predecessors Zia-ul-Haq, Yahya Khan and Ayub
Khan. He was anxious not to give the impression that he was a full-fledged military dictator.
There was a fourth, albeit civilian, CMLA – Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, who took over a Pakistan that was
reeling from the loss of its eastern wing.

Like in Pakistan, coups and decades of military rule in Myanmar have been institutional. There
has been little room for a cabal of officers to take over (though attempts have been made); coup
leaders have survived (and thrived) only because they had institutional support from their
officers and men.
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The international context is key for the survival of the generals — Ayub in Pakistan was much
loved by the West, especially the Americans. Zia, from being shunned, turned out to be a
‘saviour’ for the Americans after the Soviets invaded Afghanistan.

Gen. Musharraf, correctly accused of presiding over a military establishment that promoted
terror groups, gave up Al-Qaeda leaders in instalments and placated an angry U.S. President
George W. Bush. In contrast, the West never engaged with isolationist Burmese generals.

In the end, while first words matter, actions speak louder. Military rulers have contributed little to
improving the lot of common people — in Myanmar or in Pakistan. They simply ended up
perpetuating uniformed establishments.
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THE HEIGHTS OF CONSTANT FRICTION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

I am happy to inform the House today that as a result of our well-thought-out approach and
sustained talks with the Chinese side, we have now been able to reach an agreement on
disengagement on the north and south banks of Pangong Tso, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
said in the Rajya Sabha on Thursday, announcing the disengagement of Indian and Chinese
troops to end the nine-month-long stand-off in eastern Ladakh.

Pangong Tso, which caught the fascination of the country with the Aamir Khan starrer 3 idiots,
has been an area of constant friction between India and China. The name is of mixed heritage,
Pangong in Ladakhi language means extensive concavity and Tso means lake in Tibetan. India
holds one third of the 135-km-long boomerang-shaped lake located at an altitude of more than
14,000 feet. The lake, a glacial melt, has mountain spurs of the Chang Chenmo range jutting
out, referred to as “Fingers”, and the brackish water freezes in winter.

India has always held till Finger 4, while it claims till Finger 8, which is where the Indian
perception of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) lies, as reiterated by a Defence Ministry statement
on Friday. The north bank, which has much higher differences in perception of the LAC than the
south bank, had been the initial site of clashes in early May last year. The Indian Army has a
permanent position near Finger 3, the Dhan Singh Thapa post, named after Major Dhan Singh
Thapa who was awarded the Param Vir Chakra, the highest gallantry award in the country. The
Chinese have a base east of Finger 8.

Face-offs in lake

The Indian Army sends patrols from Finger 3 to Finger 8 on foot, while the Chinese have built a
road for their vehicular movement. Both sides also patrol the water on speed boats which also
results in face-offs. However, the face-offs are usually resolved as per the protocols agreed to
for maintaining peace and tranquillity on the border.

The south bank of Pangong leads to the Kailash range and to the Chushul sector. The Chushul
sector is critical as it lends room for tank manoeuvres owing to its flat terrain. This was the site of
pitched battles during the 1962 war and the heroic battle by 13 Kumaon, led by Major Shaitan
Singh at Rezang La, the mountain pass on the southeastern approach to the Chushul Valley.
Over the years, India has strengthened its defences on the south bank in addition to deployment
of tanks. For India, Pangong is critical to maintain hold on the Chushul Valley.

As per the current agreement, both sides will cease their forward deployments in a “phased,
coordinated and verified manner” and will move back to their permanent bases. “A similar action
would be taken in the south bank area by both sides,” the Indian Defence Minister said.

“These are mutual and reciprocal steps and any structures that had been built by both sides
since April 2020 in both north and south bank area will be removed and the landforms will be
restored.” The PLA has built extensive defences between Finger 8 and Finger 4 and also
mounted gun positions on the ridgelines of Finger 4, overlooking Indian positions.

The Army gained tactical advantage over the PLA on the south bank in August by occupying
several peaks lying vacant since 1962, gaining a dominating view of the Moldo area. On the
north bank too, Indian troops set up posts facing PLA positions on the ridgelines of Finger 4.
Both sides are now in the process of clearing these positions, and the process is being jointly
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monitored. Last September, shots were fired in the air on the south bank, the first time since
1975 on the LAC.

Both sides have also been agreed to a “temporary moratorium” on military activities on the north
bank, including patrolling to the traditional areas, which will be resumed only when an
agreement is reached in diplomatic and military talks between the two countries.

While Pangong has emerged as the focal point of the stand-off, the disengagement here is the
first step in a long process.

The Defence Ministry said that Mr. Singh’s statement had also made it clear that there are
outstanding problems to be addressed, including at “Hot Springs, Gogra and Depsang”. The
outstanding issues are to be taken up within 48 hours of the completion of the Pangong Tso
disengagement, it added.
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INDIA ACCOUNTS FOR 10% OF GLOBAL ROAD CRASH
VICTIMS: WORLD BANK

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Bank and India

India, which has one per cent of the world's vehicles, accounts for 10 per cent of all road crash
victims, the latest World Bank report on road safety said on Saturday.

Hartwig Schafer, World Bank’s Vice President for South Asia, said the Indian government in
recent years has taken significant steps to address the issues related to road safety.

“For India, it's one per cent of the world's vehicles and 10 per cent of the crash victims. This is
something where, in particular in India, we have to pay attention," Schafer told PTI in an
interview on the occasion of the release of the report on road safety in New Delhi on Saturday.

While the attention in the last year has shifted due to Covid-19, there is an interesting link
between road safety and pandemic right now, he noted.

“Unfortunately, the road crashes have not been going down and any time 10 per cent of the
capacity in hospitals is being used for the treatment crash victims," he said.

Schafer said road crashes actually hit the poorest and the most vulnerable segments of the
populations.

"The financial impact of the crash is much more on poorer households than on better-off
households. It is much higher on women who have to take care of the burden of caregiving. It is
much higher on those who rely on foot and also in the informal sector," he said.

However, according to Schafer, the good thing is that India was doing quite a bit on road safety.

Last year, India amended its Motor Vehicle (Amendment) Act, which is “bringing a lot of
innovation" in terms of financing, protection and enforcement to the fore, he said.

Responding to a question, Schafer said that Tamil Nadu is one of the states which has reduced
the number of crash fatalities by 25 per cent.

“For us in the bank, this is a major part of our engagement in the transport sector -- rural
transport, urban transport -- the focus on new mobility post-Covid is something that we are
doing," he said.

In South Asia, he said, the World Bank is helping in road safety standards and institutional
aspects of it as well.

Building a safe infrastructure is one of the key aspects of addressing this major challenge, he
said.

“We need to make sure that we have adequate roadside barriers. We need to make sure that
traffic calming areas are being put in. The roads have to be safe. The vehicles have to be safe
too," he said.

“If we don't have an appropriate vehicle inspection system then you have unsafe vehicles on the
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road, and it's clearly documented that unsafe vehicles are actually contributing to crashes," he
said.

Emergency health care facilities in the vicinity of highways make a huge difference in addressing
the challenge of road safety.

“When we plan highways now, we need to make sure that crash victims are getting care within
the first hour of the crash. That very often makes the difference between life and death," he said.

Highway corridors in India that have a very coordinated healthcare and emergency health care
of access, in terms of hospitals, trauma centres for emergency treatment, make a huge
difference in terms of whether a crash victim recovers or passes away, he added.

Enforcement is another key aspect of road safety.

In the countries having credible enforcement, the number of roads and traffic accidents is going
down, he said, adding that data collection and generation related to it is also important.

The Indian government is working on all these aspects, he said, exuding confidence that moving
forward there will be a reduction in the crash fatalities in India.

Minister for Road Transport & Highways Nitin Gadkari is “personally, very much committed to
road safety," Schafer said, adding that the prospects of reducing road crashes in India are very
good.

The goal of reducing the road crashes by half by 2030, is achievable, he asserted, noting that
the foundation for this has been laid out in India.

Responding to a question, Schafer said that the global auto manufacturers should equip their
vehicles in India with the same safety standards that they do in the United States and Europe.

“The UN Special Envoy for Road Safety is working with the vehicle manufacturers association,
to not have doubled standards," he said, adding that this has to be addressed from both sides.

“I know that the Indian government is looking into raising those standards and setting standards,
but it also has to come with a global pressure. It is important," it said.

"You look at things that are available in terms of, starting with antilock brakes to go to automatic
computerized lane retention. Those are things that we should see as standard across the world
because they make a huge difference," Schafer said.

Indian roads witness 415 deaths per day in accidents, the highest in the world, Union Road
Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari said last month.

According to the Road Accident Report for 2019, a total number of 449,002 accidents took place
in India during the calendar year 2019, leading to 151,113 deaths and 451,361 injuries.

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text.
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A DISENGAGEMENT DEAL BETTER THAN EXPECTED
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

The year 2021 has begun on an optimistic note for reduction of military tensions between India
and China. Both sides announced on February 11, the simultaneous disengagement of their
massive forward deployments in the Pangong Lake area, cheek by jowl for the past 10 months
in Eastern Ladakh. India’s Defence Minister Rajnath Singh delivered a carefully worded
statement in Parliament about the breakthrough which envisages a pullback by both sides in “a
phased, coordinated and verified manner”. The headway in the impasse, achieved after lengthy
talks between the two sides, surprised the doubting Thomases who questioned India’s will and
capacity for a military counterpoise that is essential for restoration of the situation as it prevailed
before April 2020. It also caught off guard those who scoff at the notion of a peaceful resolution
of territorial differences in keeping with the longer-term interests of both Asian giants.

Tracing the genesis of the problem since April-May 2020, when the Chinese side had suddenly
positioned a large body of troops and armaments along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), the
Indian Defence Minister also paid rich tribute to the armed forces and lauded their valiant
sacrifices. Indeed, the intentions of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) were thwarted by India’s
robust military response guided by a resolute Indian government led by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Editorial | Order at the border: On disengagement at the LAC

Relations between India and China suffered a dramatic setback following the violation by China
of the bilateral agreements and protocols, which ruptured peace and tranquillity. The bloody
incident at Galwan on June 15, 2020, the first involving casualties since 1975, brought about the
collapse of the prevailing consensus that bilateral ties could develop in parallel with efforts to
resolve the boundary question and the maintenance of peace and tranquillity. Since June last
year, India has consistently highlighted the view that peace is a fundamental prerequisite for the
normal conduct of relations. The stand-off at the Pangong Lake was but one of several in
Eastern Ladakh, but undoubtedly among the most significant. After China took steps to alter the
ground situation between Fingers 4 and 8, the Indian Army had carried out daring manoeuvres
to take up advantageous positions along the Kailash range on the southern bank, thereby
dominating the key Chinese garrison at Moldo across the Spanggur Gap. Even on the northern
bank, the Indian Army succeeded in offsetting any initial advantage that the PLA may have had
along the spurs.

Having acquired powerful leverage, Indian troops dug in for the long haul and mirrored the PLA’s
deployments. On its part, the government left no stone unturned to ensure that they were
provided with the necessary wherewithal to deal with any real or perceived asymmetry. The
message was unambiguous. India was not going to cave in and stood ready to impose a harsh
penalty if China engaged in any act of adventurism. The endurance of the Indian Army through
the harsh winter months has been extraordinary. China appears to have realised that a
prolonged stand-off, hardly a part of its original calculus and of little avail militarily or politically,
was permanently impairing bilateral relations. The uncertainty associated with the law of
unintended consequences, the high reputational costs to itself, and the forward momentum in
India-U.S. relations and the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (India, the U.S., Japan and
Australia), better known as the Quad, may also have proved to be factors for China.

The disengagement at Pangong Lake is certainly a welcome development. This is an area in
which the patrols of the two sides have been encountering one another for decades, whether on
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land or on the lake. The construction of a road by China from Finger 8 towards Fingers 5 and 4
many years ago had led to a spike in face-offs and gradually reduced access for Indian troops to
their traditional patrolling point at Finger 8. Meanwhile, India too built better infrastructure all the
way to its permanent presence at the Dhan Singh Thapa Post near Finger 3.

Also read | Not conceded any territory as result of agreement with China: Government

The disengagement deal is perhaps better than one might have expected under the
circumstances. The Chinese have agreed to pull back forward deployments to their permanent
base at Sirijap, east of Finger 8, and to dismantle all infrastructure created after April 2020.
India’s tough negotiators, both diplomatic and military, have ensured that our troops retain their
presence at the permanent Indian post at Finger 3 even though China had earlier demanded
that India fall back further. Moreover, all the Chinese posts atop the high spurs on the northern
bank will also be dismantled, including those that overlooked the Dhan Singh Thapa Post. Of
course, India will also fall back from its recently held positions along the Kailash range to earlier
positions.

With trust badly shattered after April 2020, one expects the Indian side to tread warily in
implementing the deal at Pangong. Carrying out simultaneous disengagement in a phased and
coordinated manner, with proper verification, is key to its success. There is little doubt that
cautious diplomatic and military planning and hawk-like vigil will be called for throughout the
implementation.

Also read | Modi a coward who can’t stand up to China, says Rahul Gandhi

The government of Prime Minister Modi has amply demonstrated its willingness to take tough
calls on matters pertaining to sovereignty and territorial integrity. It has demonstrated boldness
in the face of a major military challenge. It has shown equal courage in grasping the nettle of
peace. More importantly, the government has reposed full faith in its armed forces and
negotiators. Mr. Singh’s statement, containing just the right blend of steel and velvet, generously
acknowledged the unity of purpose among all departments of the government and highlighted
the consistency with which India’s unwavering position was put across. Both he and External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar had engaged their Chinese counterparts last September and
drawn the red lines. This no doubt strengthened the hand of the senior commanders and foreign
ministry officials who hammered out the deal.

The progress at Pangong notwithstanding, the doubting Thomases will continue to raise
questions. They run the risk of doing so without sufficient familiarity with either the facts or the
military complexities on the ground. The truth is that India’s tough military and diplomatic posture
has paid off, resulting in an honourable disengagement. If tensions could be defused at Galwan,
where much blood was shed, and at Pangong, it should be equally possible to fashion mutually
acceptable terms for disengagement at Gogra/Hot Springs as well as the resolution of patrolling
issues in Depsang.

Also read | Antony calls disengagement with China a ‘surrender of rights’

Over the next two to three weeks, both sides should be given a chance to implement the
agreement. The temporary moratorium on military activities by both sides along the north bank,
including on patrolling up to the traditional points, will improve the situation. That patrolling will
be resumed only consequent to an agreement being reached in future diplomatic and military
talks is also a step forward. Naturally, the pullback will prove to be a complex exercise involving
meticulous planning of intricate details and scheduled withdrawals that must factor in the local
terrain, the disposition of troops and a vast array of armaments. No doubt, one must also keep
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the powder dry.

Sujan R. Chinoy, a former Ambassador and negotiator on India-China boundary issues, is
currently Director General, Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses. The
views expressed are personal
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ENDLESS WAR: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON WHY
SAUDI ARABIA SHOULD END ITS YEMEN BLOCKADE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The Biden administration’s decision to end U.S. support for Saudi Arabia’s Yemen war is a
signal to Riyadh that the Trump-era open support it had enjoyed is a matter of the past. The U.S.
offered support to Saudi Arabia’s campaign against the Houthi rebels in Yemen when Barack
Obama was the President. Donald Trump continued that policy, overlooking the disastrous
effects of the war that has turned Yemen, one of the poorest Arab countries, into a humanitarian
catastrophe. In its last hours, the Trump State Department designated the Houthis, who are
backed by Iran, as a terrorist organisation. Rights groups have condemned the move, saying
that the designation would complicate aid efforts as the Houthis control a sizeable part of
Yemen, including the capital. Mr. Biden has now taken a different line, initiating steps to remove
the Houthis from the terror list, among other actions. This is part of his larger attempts to rewrite
the U.S.’s West Asia policy which, under Mr. Trump, was almost entirely focused on containing
Iran. The administration’s message seems to have reached Riyadh. Saudi Arabia ended a
nearly four-year-long blockade of Qatar, another American ally, after Mr. Biden was elected
President. It has also signalled that it would carry out domestic reforms keeping human rights in
focus. But it is yet to make any definite moves to wrap up the Yemen conflict.

Yemen is a case study for a war that has gone wrong on all fronts. When the Saudis started
bombing the country in March 2015, their plan was to oust the Houthis from Sana’a and restore
a pro-Riyadh government. Despite the Saudi-led attacks, the Houthis held on to the territories
they captured, while the Saudi-backed government of President Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi was
teetering on the brink of collapse. After five years of fighting, the United Arab Emirates pulled out
of the war last year. And the UAE-backed Southern Transitional Council wants southern Yemen
to be an independent entity. While these multiple factions continued to fight, more than 10,000
people were killed in attacks and tens of thousands more died of preventable diseases. Yemen
also stares at famine. It is a lose-lose war for everyone. Saudi Arabia has failed to oust the
Houthis from Sana’a and is now facing frequent rocket and drone attacks by the rebels. The
Houthis are living in permanent war, unable to provide even basic services to the people in the
territories they control. Yemen’s internationally recognised government practically lacks any
power and legitimacy at home as the war is being fought by other players. Ending the war is in
the best interest of all parties. Mr. Biden should push Saudi Arabia and its allies to end their
blockade of Yemen and initiate talks with the country’s multiple rebel factions.
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FROM CLASHES BETWEEN TROOPS ON THE LAC TO
DISENGAGEMENT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

On the move:PLA tanks pulling back from the banks of the Pangong Tso lake in Ladakh on
February 10.APAP  

Starting in April 2020, China amassed a large number of troops and armaments along the
disputed Line of Actual Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh and other areas along the 3,488 km
LAC, leading to stand-offs and skirmishes at Galwan Valley, Pangong Tso (lake), Gogra-Hot
Springs and other areas. The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) moved into Indian territory and
built fortified structures and defences, changing the status quo on the ground.

While there are differences in perception on the alignment of the LAC, over the years, both sides
concluded a series of agreements to maintain peace and tranquillity on the border, while talks
continued to resolve the dispute. At Pangong Tso, PLA troops moved up to Finger 4 from Finger
8, and then a major clash occurred on the night of May 5, which resulted in injuries to over 70
Indian soldiers. On the north bank, India’s perception of the LAC lies at Finger 8 and the Army
regularly carries out patrols till there, which were blocked as a result of the Chinese ingress.

On the night of May 9, clashes were reported at Naku La in North Sikkim. India responded by
mobilising additional troops and equipment to match the Chinese build-up. Since then, several
friction points emerged in eastern Ladakh and both sides initiated diplomatic and military talks
aimed at disengagement and de-escalation, with India pushing for the restoration of status quo
ante of pre-April.

India and China earlier reached an understanding for phased disengagement from all friction
points followed by de-escalation from the depth areas along the LAC. It was during this initial
process of disengagement that the violent clash occurred on June 15 at Patrolling Point (PP) 14
in Galwan Valley, resulting in the death of 20 Indian soldiers, including a Commanding Officer,
and an unknown number of PLA casualties. This marked the biggest clash since 1967.

Partial disengagement

Despite that, disengagement continued at PP14 and PP15 in the Hot Springs area, and partial
disengagement was undertaken at Hot Springs and on the north bank of Pangong Tso.

The aim was to create a buffer at these locations with a small group of soldiers retained and the
rest moving back to their permanent locations. However, PLA troops continued to sit on the
ridgelines of Finger 4 overlooking Indian positions, which was a matter of significant concern to
India as it would alter the status quo on the ground.

Fresh tensions occurred in the end of August on the south bank of Pangong Tso, as the Indian
Army pre-empted Chinese moves and occupied several dominating peaks on the Kailash range
on the Indian side of the LAC, which gave tactical advantage to India. This resulted in a massive
deployment of troops and tanks in very close proximity a couple of hundred metres of each
other, at some locations.

Several incidents of firing of warning shots also occurred, the first firing since 1975. This stalled
the earlier disengagement process. Both sides amassed around 50,000 troops and heavy
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equipment in eastern Ladakh and undertook preparations to remain deployed through the harsh
winters in the high altitude region. On September 10, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar met
his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi in Moscow where they agreed on a five-point resolution to take
forward the talks.

India and China on February 11 announced an agreement for disengagement on the north and
south bank of Pangong Tso to cease their forward deployments in a “phased, coordinated and
verified manner”, which according to Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will “substantially” restore
the situation to that existing prior to commencement of the stand-off last year.

As per the agreement, the Chinese side will move back its troops on the north bank to east of
Finger 8 while Indian troops will move to their permanent base at Dhan Singh Thapa Post near
Finger 3. “A similar action would be taken in the south bank area by both sides,” Mr. Singh said
in the Rajya Sabha.

The agreement also entails that any structures that had been built by both sides since April 2020
in both north and south bank area will be removed and the landforms will be restored. There is
also a moratorium on patrolling in this area until a resumption is discussed by both sides through
diplomatic and military talks.

Way forward

The Defence Ministry said last week that Mr. Singh’s statement made clear there were
outstanding problems to be addressed, including at Hot Springs, Gogra and Depsang, and these
issues would be taken up within 48 hours of the completion of the Pangong Tso disengagement,
which could take two weeks or longer.

Once complete disengagement is achieved at all friction areas, both sides will undertake de-
escalation along the LAC.
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BANGLADESH AUTHORITIES SEND MORE ROHINGYA
TO ISLAND

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Bangladesh authorities sent a fourth group of Rohingya refugees from Myanmar to a newly
developed island in the Bay of Bengal on Monday despite calls by human rights groups for a halt
to the process.

The roughly 2,000 Rohingya, who had been living in the sprawling refugee camps of Cox’s
Bazar, were sent to Bhasan Char, an island specifically developed to accommodate 1,00,000 of
the 1 million Rohingya who have fled from neighbouring Myanmar, M. Mozammel Haque, a
commander of the Bangladesh Navy, told presspersons.

With Monday’s group, more than 7,000 refugees have moved to the island since the process
started in December.

While human rights groups have criticised the move and some are being forced to go against
their will, the government has insisted that refugees moving to the island have done so
voluntarily.
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INDIA AND AUSTRALIA WERE EVOLUTIONARY
NEIGHBOURS, A LINK FOUND IN BHIMBETKA SHOWS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Australia

Newly discovered specimens of the Ediacaran fossil Dickinsonia tenuis from the Maihar
sandstone at Bhimbetka: a) interpretive sketch; b) photograph; c) false colour digital elevation
model from photogrammetry.   | Photo Credit: G.J.Retallack et al

Bhimbetka, the famed Central Indian cave art repository near Bhopal dating to Palaeolithic and
Mesolithic times, has yielded a fossil find dating back about 550 million years, the first time the
particular fossilised organism has been recorded in India. It dates back to an era regarded as
the precursor to the explosion of life on earth during the Cambrian period and puts India firmly
on the map for studies of the Ediacaran era along with Australia and Russia. Here’s what makes
the discovery a global milestone:

The recent finding of the very first fossils of the organism Dickinsonia by a team of researchers
led by Gregory J. Retallack reported in the journal Gondwana Research enthused scientists
studying the evolution of some of the earliest living species during a period of the earth’s history
known as the Ediacaran, named after the Ediacara hills in South Australia.

This period in the Earth’s history when Dickinsonia and several multicellular organisms existed,
was approximately between 635 million years ago (Ma) and 541 Ma, with the living creatures of
the era called vendobionts. Earlier, Dickinsonia fossils were found in Russia and Australia
among other places. They extended to a size of even one metre. The first Indian fossils were
discovered in the roof of the auditorium cave in Bhimbetka Rock Shelters, preserved in Maihar
sandstone of the Bhander group, which is part of the Vindhyan sub-group rocks. The research
was reported late last year.

The age of fossil rock is determined using isotopes. Zircon dating of the youngest Maihar
sandstone in Madhya Pradesh puts its age at 548 Ma, while the lower Bhander group in the Son
and Chambal valleys yielded an isotope-derived age for limestones ranging from 978 Ma to
1073 Ma, situating it in the older Tonian period. The Ediacaran period was the precursor to the
Cambrian (about 541 Ma to 485.4 Ma) when the earth witnessed an explosion of life forms, and
much of which makes up modern animal life today.

The age profiles of the Dickinsonia fossils in the Maihar sandstone, determined using Zircon
dating, make them comparable to those from Russia’s White Sea region, at about 555 Ma.
Further proof comes from comparable Dickinsonia tenuis and Dickinsonia costata fossils in
South Australia, estimated to be from 550 Ma. Studies of the rock characteristics in and around
Bhimbetka show that they shared several characteristics with rocks in Australia, including “old
elephant skin” texture and also a trace fossil, Prasinema gracile, the research paper notes.

Dickinsonia fossils from India were found by the scientists to be identical to the Rawnsley
Quartzite in South Australia, providing evidence of their age, and the proximity of the two land
masses in Gondwanaland in that era. The evidence however did not support reconstructions
adjusted for the polar wander phenomenon [which involves motion of continents over geologic
time and its impacts].

One distinguishing characteristic of these creatures is the absence of hard protective parts such
as skeletons and carapaces (exteriors), perhaps because there were no predators. This was

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/G-J-Retallack-et-al/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gr.2020.11.008
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also the time that evidence shows some of the earliest multicellular organisms, or metazoa. The
evidence comes from life forms in water when land lacked life.

From an evolutionary standpoint, the finding of Dickinsonia and other Ediacaran species such as
Ernietta and Arumberia, as the team led by Retallack discuss, raises the question of whether
they were shallow marine organisms or non-marine in nature. Taking note of the faraway
locations of the fossil finds separated by deep oceans and clustering of Dickinsonia in Australia-
India and the Baltic, the researchers propose that these might have been in a similar
environment in ancient geological time, rather than in a single biogeographic province.

Whether Dickinsonia were animals or some other organism has been a matter of differing
interpretation, with one group of researchers led by Ilya Bobrovskiy arguing that their finding of
cholesteroids in preserved matter using lipid biomarkers, indicated that these were indeed
animals. Retallack and colleagues argue that such cholesterols are found also in red algae and
most fungi. Knowledge about Ediacaran biogeography is evolving, and India is now a theatre of
studies on life on earth from a time when the subcontinent was in a different place on the globe.
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INDIAN INVESTMENTS AND BITS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

A general view of the Chinese-managed terminal of the Colombo port is seen from the Galle
Face promenade in Colombo.   | Photo Credit: AFP

Sri Lanka’s decision to renege on a 2019 agreement with India and Japan that aimed to jointly
develop the strategic East Container Terminal (ECT) at the Colombo port comes as a rude
shock to New Delhi. While international relations experts are busy assessing the diplomatic
fallout of this problematic decision for India-Sri Lanka ties, the issue also needs to be looked at
through the prism of the India-Sri Lanka bilateral investment treaty (BIT), which forms the
bedrock of international law governing foreign investment between the two countries.

In 1997, India and Sri Lanka signed a BIT to promote and protect foreign investment in each
other’s territories. The defining characteristic of this BIT, as is the case with all BITs, is that it
empowers individual foreign investors to directly sue the host state before an international
tribunal if the investor believes that the host state has breached its treaty obligations. This is
known as investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS).

An important protection provided for foreign investment in the India-Sri Lanka BIT is the fair and
equitable treatment (FET) provision given in Article 3(2). This Article provides that investments
and returns of investors of each country shall, at all times, be accorded FET in the other
country’s territory. FET is a ubiquitous provision contained in almost all BITs. The normative
content of the FET provision has been fleshed out by scores of ISDS tribunals in the last two
decades. The tribunals have persistently held that an important component of the FET provision
is that the host state should protect the legitimate expectations of foreign investors. In a case
known as International Thunderbird Gaming Corporation v Mexico, it was held that the concept
of legitimate expectations relates to a situation where the host state’s conduct creates
reasonable and justifiable expectations on the part of an investor (or investment) to act in
reliance on said conduct, such that a failure to honour those expectations could cause the
investor (or investment) to suffer damages.

Sri Lanka, by signing the agreement to jointly develop the ECT at the Colombo port, created
such expectations on the part of Indian investors. Defaulting on this agreement, without specific
and reasonable justification, potentially violates the Indian investor’s legitimate expectations, and
thus, the FET provision of the BIT.

However, the twist in the tale is that India unilaterally terminated the India-Sri Lanka BIT on
March 22, 2017. This termination was part of the mass repudiation of BITs that India undertook
in 2017 as a result of several ISDS claims being brought against it. In cases of such unilateral
termination, survival clauses in BITs assume significance because they ensure that foreign
investment continues to receive protection during the survival period. Article 15(2) of the India-
Sri Lanka BIT contains a survival clause, according to which, in case of a unilateral termination
of the treaty, the treaty shall continue to be effective for a further period of 15 years from the
date of its termination in respect of investments made or acquired before the date of termination.

Thus, the Indian investment in Sri Lanka and vice-versa made or acquired before March 22,
2017, will continue to enjoy treaty protection. But, in the case of the investment in developing the
ECT at the Colombo port, this survival clause will be inconsequential, since the agreement was
signed in 2019, i.e., after India unilaterally terminated the BIT. Hence, the Indian investor will not
be able to sue Sri Lanka before an ISDS tribunal, notwithstanding the merits of the case.

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/AFP/
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This sordid episode has important lessons for India’s overall approach to BITs. As a
consequence of the onslaught of ISDS claims in the last few years, India has developed a
protectionist approach towards BITs. The motivation appears to be to eliminate or at least
minimise future ISDS cases against India. However, an important attribute that perhaps has not
received much attention is that BITs are reciprocal. Thus, BITs do not empower merely foreign
investors to sue India, but also authorise Indian investors to make use of BITs to safeguard their
investment in turbulent foreign markets.

In the post-COVID-19 world, regulatory risks will further exacerbate, subjecting foreign
investment to arbitrary and whimsical behaviour of countries. Accordingly, given India’s
emergence as an exporter, and not just an importer of capital, the government should revisit its
stand on BITs.

India needs to adopt a balanced approach towards BITs with an effective ISDS provision. This
will facilitate Indian investors in defending their investment under international law should a
country, like Sri Lanka, renege on an agreement.

Prabhash Ranjan is a senior assistant professor at South Asian University’s faculty of legal
studies
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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‘U.S. WILL PAY OVER $200 MILLION TO WHO’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Antony Blinken  

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced that his country would pay the World Health
Organization (WHO) $200 million by the end of this month. The announcement is significant as
former U.S. President Donald Trump had begun the process of withdrawing the U.S. from the
WHO, a process stopped by his successor, President Joe Biden.

“Today, I’m pleased to confirm that by the end of the month, the United States intends to pay
over 200 million in assessed and current obligations to the WHO,” Mr. Blinken told Foreign
Ministers of UN Security Council member countries, at an online meeting to discuss the
response to the pandemic. External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar was also part of the meeting.

“This is a key step forward in fulfilling our financial obligations as a WHO member and it reflects
our renewed commitment to ensuring the WHO has the support it needs to lead the global
response to the pandemic — even as we work to reform it for the future,” Mr. Blinken said. The
U.S. is the largest funder of the WHO, contributing more than 15% of its total funds.

Mr. Trump had pulled the U.S. out of the WHO, which he had called a ‘puppet of China’’. This
process would have been complete in mid-2021, but Mr. Biden reversed it hours after assuming
office last month.

“The U.S. believes that multilateralism, the United Nations, the World Health Organization, are
essential not just as an effective international COVID-19 health and humanitarian response but
also building stronger global health capacity and security for the future,” Mr. Blinken told his
counterparts on Wednesday.

“We plan to provide significant financial support to COVAX through Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance.
And we’ll work to strengthen other multilateral initiatives involved in the global COVID-19
response — for example, the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations and the Global
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria,” Mr. Blinken said.

The Secretary also said all countries must be held to their human rights obligations. “No country
should be allowed to use COVID-19 as an excuse to violate human rights or fundamental
freedoms.”

On China

In what were presumably veiled references to China, Mr. Blinken called for transparency on
outbreak data, saying countries should participate in “transparent and robust processes” in their
prevention and response to health emergencies.

“The ongoing expert investigation about the origins of this pandemic — and the report that will
be issued — must be independent, with findings based on science and facts and free from
interference,” he said. Last week, a team of experts for the WHO had concluded a trip to China
to trace the origins of the coronavirus.
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‘PAK. TO REMAIN IN FATF GREY LIST UNTIL JUNE’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: FATF

Pakistan is unlikely to exit the Financial Action Task Force’s (FATF) ‘grey’ list until June, despite
its efforts to garner support from the member nations ahead of the plenary meeting of the global
terror financing and money laundering watchdog next week, according to a media report on
Wednesday.

The FATF’s Plenary and Working Group meetings, scheduled to be held from February 21 to 26
in Paris, is all set to decide on Pakistan’s grey list status.

Pakistan was placed on the ‘grey’ list in June 2018 and given a timeline to implement 27 action
points.

According to a report in The Express Tribune newspaper, officials admitted that Pakistan would
remain in the ‘grey’ list at least until June.
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A FULLY FUNCTIONAL WTO WOULD SUIT OUR
INTERESTS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade, WTO and issues involved

The appointment of Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala as WTO’s head could herald a US-backed revival of its
free-trade agenda. Global cooperation needs renewal. And we must make the most of it

In 2012, a retired professor named Kamene Okonjo got kidnapped in Nigeria. As ransom, the
abductors wanted her daughter Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala to resign as their country’s finance minister
for having cracked down on a fuel-subsidy scam. She secured her mother’s release alright, but
did not back down. She will need that tenacity. This week, the World Trade Organization (WTO)
chose Okonjo-Iweala as its director-general for a four-year term by a consensus among its 164
members, as required for all its major decisions. This need underscores the immensity of the
challenge that confronts her: a world more divided over trade than any period since World War
II. As Roberto Azevêdo’s successor, she will have much going for her once she assumes office.
She has dual US-Nigerian citizenship, had a long stint as a World Bank economist, and will be
the first woman to lead the WTO. Crucially, she can count on the backing of America, which
under President Joe Biden promises to revive global trade that abides by globally-agreed rules.
This would be a relief after the Donald Trump interregnum that saw the WTO adrift—with its
mechanism for dispute resolution jammed even as his mercantilist impulses caught wind, trade
theory was almost prodded off the plank, and actual trade turned fractious.

Global shipments had been losing pace for about a decade when coronavirus fears sank cross-
border commerce. A return to normalcy, however, must go far beyond a worldwide recovery in
exports and imports. The WTO does not just need to re-establish itself as an effective arbiter of
world trade, it must promote the principle of mutual gains made through global cooperation. On
this, Okonjo-Iweala has got her priorities right. She has said she will start by ensuring the free
flow of vaccines to quell the covid pandemic and aid an economic recovery. Given the glaring
global gaps in vaccine availability, this is a must. Few other issues have ever made the benefits
of acting in unison so obvious, and success in this exercise can open up space for enlightened
self-interest to prevail over hyper-nationalist myopia in trade talks. To help everyone get a covid
jab, India and South Africa have asked for a relaxation of WTO rules on vaccine patents. This
proposal deserves attention. Once the pandemic subsides, the WTO focus should shift to China,
whose domination of various markets overseas is under suspicion for good reason. It seems
undergirded by an opaque system of state support that subverts the idea of fair trade as framed
by free-market economists. A modus vivendi could perhaps be found if Beijing saw its export
prospects cramped by a failure to address the concerns of other countries.

If the WTO gets active on its free-trade agenda again, we should be ready to guard our own
interests, especially in the country’s troubled agricultural sector. Western nations have long
glared at our indirect farm subsidies, while aiding their farmers with big sums of money in the
name of food security. We have resisted the West’s calls to dismantle our support structure for
farming, though modest moves have been made to shift from input subsidization to direct cash
transfers. The Indian government has been clear that enablers of our cheap-food assurance to
the needy will stay in place. Now, talk has arisen of a ‘grand bargain’ by which rich nations
reduce their farm props in exchange for easier access to markets like ours. Tricky trade
negotiations may lie ahead.

Click here to read the Mint ePaperMint is now on Telegram. Join Mint channel in your Telegram
and stay updated with the latest business news.
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A GROWING RIGHTS CRISIS IN SRI LANKA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

On January 8, 2021, authorities bulldozed a memorial at Jaffna university that commemorated
Tamil civilian victims of the civil war. Photo: Twitter/@AngajanR  

Indian leaders have committed to supporting the rights of minority Tamils in Sri Lanka to “live
with equity, equality, justice, peace and dignity”. In pledges to the United Nations, the Indian
government has also vowed to uphold global human rights.

These commitments have become crucial. The human rights situation in Sri Lanka has
worsened since Gotabaya Rajapaksa became President in 2019. At its next session starting
February 22, the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) will face a crucial test in taking action for
protecting vulnerable Sri Lankans and upholding international law. India, as a council member,
will have a key role.

Rajapaksa was the defence secretary in the government led by his brother Mahinda from 2005
to 2015, a period marked by particularly egregious human rights abuses. Critics of the
government were murdered, tortured, and forcibly made to disappear. Tens of thousands of
civilians were killed in the civil war which ended in 2009 between government forces and the
separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), with both sides responsible for numerous
war crimes. In the final months of the war, the armed forces indiscriminately shelled civilians and
summarily executed suspected LTTE fighters.

When Mahinda Rajapaksa lost the 2015 presidential election, there was hope for change. There
was greater freedom of expression. The repressive and heavily militarised situation in Tamil-
majority areas began to improve. The new government supported a consensus resolution at the
Human Rights Council that offered victims of abuses and their families truth, justice, and
reconciliation.

But now, fear has returned. Tamil communities in the north and the east fear increasing abuses.
Since last year, singing the national anthem in Tamil has been dropped from Independence Day
celebrations. The religious rights of minorities are under attack, including interference with Hindu
temples.

In January, the authorities bulldozed a memorial at Jaffna university that commemorated Tamil
civilian victims of the civil war. People who participated in a protest march in February are now
facing criminal investigation.

The Rajapaksa government, in 2020, renounced its commitments under the 2015 Human Rights
Council resolution and is threatening victims’ families and activists who supported it. A
presidential commission set up to investigate supposed “political victimisation” of officials by the
previous government has recommended the exoneration of those implicated in cases of abuse.
Numerous people who were involved in war crimes have been appointed to senior roles.

The Rajapaksa government has shown outright disdain for accountability. In September last
year, Sri Lanka told the Human Rights Council that allegations against senior military officers are
“unacceptable” and without “substantive evidence”.

Last March, Rajapaksa pardoned former army sergeant Sunil Ratnayake, who killed eight Tamil
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civilians, including children. In October, the government amended the Constitution to remove
constraints on political interference in Sri Lanka’s courts.

Since 2012, the Human Rights Council has sought to work with Sri Lanka to promote
reconciliation and accountability, efforts that India has backed. Sri Lanka is now rejecting that
endeavour, instead proposing a new domestic commission that UN experts have dismissed as
lacking credibility or independence.

The UNHRC should recognise the government’s actions for what they are — an effort to impede
justice. A new resolution is urgently needed to protect vulnerable minority communities in Sri
Lanka, by upholding the principle of accountability for the worst crimes. India should join other
member states in supporting a resolution to reduce the growing risk of future atrocities.

The author is South Asia director at Human Rights Watch
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KYRGYZSTAN’S POLITICAL TURMOIL
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

More from the author

Within a span of four months, the Kyrgyz Republic has witnessed power shifts, provisionally and
definitively, among three presidents and five prime ministers. Most recently, Sadyr Japarov was
sworn in as president on January 28, 2021, after winning the presidential elections held on
January 10. Ulukbek Maripov, a former Chairman of the Accounts Chamber, was sworn in as
the Prime Minister on February 3.

The January 10 presidential elections were the critical consequence of months of political
upheaval that followed the contentious October 4, 2020 parliamentary elections. The opposition
alleged widespread irregularities in the elections to the 120-member unicameral parliament
(Jogorku Kenesh, or the Supreme Council). The parties aligned with the government of then
President-elect, Sooronbay Jeenbekov, had emerged victorious in those elections.

The opposition incited protests, stormed government buildings, and demanded the conduct of
new elections as well as the release of politicians controversially put in prison. A former elected
member of the Supreme Council – Sadyr Japarov, serving an 11-year sentence for being
involved in the kidnapping of a local official in 2013 during anti-corruption protests at the Kumtor
gold mine – was among those freed from prison by his supporters.

Subsequently, the Central Commission for Elections and Referenda annulled the results of the
parliamentary elections, and Prime Minister Kubatbek Boronov resigned on October 6, 2020.
The very next day, Japarov was nominated as the interim prime minister by feuding opposition
groups.  A state of emergency was declared by President Jeenbekov, first on October 9 and
then on October 12, of which only the latter got endorsed by the Parliament on October 13.

When Jeenbekov resigned on October 15, Japarov was declared as the acting President, after
the Speaker of Parliament, Kanat Isayev, declined to hold the office. Japarov, therefore, went
from being a parliamentarian to prisoner to assuming the roles of acting Prime Minister and
acting President, within a short period of time.1

The interim government decided to postpone parliamentary elections, earlier scheduled to be
held in December 2020, till June 2021 and to instead hold early presidential elections in January
2021, along with a referendum on whether the country should have a presidential form of
government.2 Japarov stepped down from his posts in November 2020 to become eligible to run
for the office of President, since the Kyrgyz constitution bars interim leaders from contesting in
elections.

The January 2021 elections saw seventeen claimants to power. Kyrgyz voters, of which just
under forty per cent turned out, voted in favour of Japarov, while in the referendum, the majority
voted for a return to a presidential form of government.3 In the Kyrgyz Republic, tenures of
political leaders have been intricately linked with referendums for constitutional change. The
January 2021 referendum vote for a presidential system is being viewed as having a better
chance of ensuring accountability.4

Analysts note that the strong ‘anti-elite’ and ‘anti-establishment’ feelings in the electorate helped
Japarov in securing victory in the elections.5 He was viewed as a nationalist, receiving the
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popular sympathies for being allegedly wronged by the establishment. Japarov also promised a
strong government sans corruption.6 

Kyrgyzstan is viewed as Russia’s traditional sphere of influence and China’s strategic backyard.
Both Russia and China have been monitoring the period of political turmoil with cautious non-
intervention. Japarov reiterated his country’s strategic alliance with Russia and assured the
continued status of Russian as the country’s official language.7 President Vladimir Putin, in his
greetings to Japarov, pledged to cooperate to develop bilateral relations for mutual benefit.8

Kyrgyz-Russian relations, though, are not without challenges. Over half-a-million Kyrgyz workers
in Russia face a host of issues, including charges of discrimination, in addition to the
precariousness imposed on them by the COVID-19 crisis.9 Japarov, at multiple instances, has
promised to create economic opportunities domestically for migrant workers.

However, no concrete policies have been put forth.  The economy has also been ravaged by the
pandemic and systemic corruption. GDP growth forecast for 2021 has been reduced from 4.5
per cent to 4 per cent.10 Kyrgyzstan scored 31 out of 100 in the Corruption Perceptions Index,
lower than the 36 out of 100 average regional score of Eastern Europe and Central Asia.11

As for Kyrgyz-China relations, Japarov has difficult choices to make. In the violent uprisings that
followed the October 2020 events, given long-standing apprehensions against the foreign-
funded mining industry, Chinese-run mines were among the facilities occupied by protesters. A
Chinese-owned oil refinery in Kara Balta, country’s largest, was threatened.

Beijing conveyed its concerns about the safety of its interests and enterprises in Kyrgyzstan, in
meetings that the Chinese Ambassador had with the Kyrgyz Foreign Minister on October 16.
The Kyrgyz Ambassador to China was also summoned by the Chinese Foreign Security
Commissioner on October 19.12

Nearly 40 per cent of the country’s external debt, at $1.8 billion, is owed to China.13 While
previous governments have secured temporary deferments, Japarov has also considered
voluntary financial contributions from citizens to make the repayments.14 The auctioning of
government assets is also part of the menu of choices. Developing the Jetim-Too iron ore
deposit to pay off Chinese debt has also been deliberated upon.15

Analysts note that a failure on the part of Japarov to deliver on his campaign promises
concerning the economy could lead to inevitable discontentment. A draft constitution, endorsed
by Japarov in November-December 2020, seeks to undo the 2010 Constitutional referendum,
and introduce a new consultative council, People’s Kurultai. This proposal, on which a
referendum will be held later in the year, has drawn widespread criticism from the opposition,
legal experts, journalists, and human rights activists. Political-economic compulsions created by
external actors, in addition to the intensifying economic expectations, could lead to another
political crisis. While popular support for Japarov could perhaps help tide over minor non-
accomplishments, failure to deliver on the plethora of promises on ensuring economic prosperity
could make his position untenable as well.
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MEXICO EYES BIOMETRIC PHONE REGISTRY,
SPARKING PRIVACY FEARS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Criminals have been known to use up to 17 prepaid phones to carry out one kidnapping, making
it nearly impossible for police to track them down, Huerta said.   | Photo Credit: Reuters

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

A plan by Mexican lawmakers to put millions of cell phone users' data in a biometric registry,
billed as a tool to fight kidnapping and extortion, has sparked a backlash from telecoms
companies and rights groups who warn it could lead to stolen data and higher costs.

Already approved in the lower house of Congress, the reform is in line with President Andres
Lopez Obrador's vow to counter crime using intelligence methods rather than force, but critics
say it reveals the pitfalls of governments seeking to gather more citizen data for law enforcement
purposes.

The bill is scheduled to be taken up in the current session in the Senate, where the ruling
MORENA party and allies hold a majority.

Under the plan, America Movil, AT&T Inc and other carriers would be responsible for collecting
customers' data, including fingerprints or eye biometrics, to submit to a registry managed by
Mexico's telecoms regulator.

Also Read | Amazon says, 750% increase in government demands for customer information

But a telecoms industry group that counts some major companies as members warned in an
open letter that the reform could increase phone theft as criminals look to get around the registry
by stealing devices and could risk customers' safety if personal data were misused.

America Movil -- owned by Mexican billionaire Carlos Slim -- AT&T and Telefonica declined to
comment.

The Mexico Internet Association, which includes Slim’s Telcel wireless company as a partner,
said the registry would cost the industry hundreds of millions of dollars to implement, could put
jobs at risk and create a human rights violation by compromising personal data protection.

Rights groups describe the plan as no better than a similar registry, which did not include
biometric data, that Mexico dismantled in 2012 after a review found extortion calls, many of
which come from inside prisons, actually increased by 40% after the data was leaked on the
black market.

The new reform could lead people being exploited by bad actors and potentially wrongly
convicted of crimes, according to Irene Levy, the president of Mexican telecommunications
watchdog Observatel.

"El Chapo Guzman is not going to say, 'This is my phone number and I am El Chapo Guzman,'"

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/Reuters/
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Levy said, referring to Cartel kingpin who is in prison in the United States.

Also Read | The uphill battle for India’s digital rights

"What criminals do is ask someone to go and buy certain telephone lines, and when there is a
crime committed with these numbers, this boy or girl - who took the money out of necessity and
registered without knowing the consequences - will go to jail."

Given the government's strong support in Congress, the bill has a good chance of being passed,
said Jorge Bravo, a political science professor at Mexico's National Autonomous University
(UNAM). However, a rethink is possible if public concern grows ahead of June mid-term
elections.

Extortion calls

However, Maria de los Angeles Huerta, a lawmaker with the ruling MORENA party, said the
registry was needed to help fight kidnapping in Mexico, which has the highest incidence of the
crime in the Americas and the third-highest globally, according to international consultancy
Control Risks.

Criminals have been known to use up to 17 prepaid phones to carry out one kidnapping, making
it nearly impossible for police to track them down, Huerta said.

The reform's supporters argue there is too little control of the country's more than 120 million
mobile lines, 83% of which use pre-paid SIM cards available at corner stores.

As things now stand, you can "buy a card and put it on yourphone.... make an extortion call and
then throw the phone in the garbage," said Huerta.

Also Read | EU countries agree joint stance ahead of WhatsApp, Skype privacy talks

The registry would make it harder for mobile users to remain anonymous by requiring proof of
identification alongside hard-to-fake biometric data for anyone opening a new line. That
information would then be available to law enforcement upon request.

Huerta called it a necessary tool in Mexico's fight againstextortion.

"Biometric data is not so falsifiable. If you are a horrendous criminal, you can tell your mother to
open (a line), but at least you're going to find the criminal's mother, right?"she said.

The new registry would mandate the installation of biometric equipment, either to capture
fingerprints or iris scans,anywhere mobile lines are sold.

While 155 countries around the world maintain cellphone user registries, Mexico's collection of
biometric data would go further than most.

Only about 8% of countries with registries also require biometrics, mainly for prepaid SIM card
users, according to global telecoms industry lobby GSMA. Mexico's registry would collect
biometric data from all cellphone users in the country including from postpaid customers who are
normally seen as unlikely criminals.

Many of those countries which do retain biometric data have questionable records on human
rights, including China, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. No Western countries collect biometric data

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/internet/internet-digital-liberties-organisations-of-india-2021/article33782713.ece
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from cellphone users.

Still, Mexico could serve as a model for other countries in the region, including Chile, where SIM
registration is under consideration, experts said.

The reform implies a sweeping change for telecoms companies by making them responsible for
the cost of collecting the data and then submitting it to the registry.

Others say the registry will obstruct mobile access for indigenous people who may lack official
forms of identification.

Peru introduced fingerprint collection in 2016 for a regulator-managed registry, but it led to
complications in ruralareas where mobile phone penetration was already a challenge.

If users fail to submit the data, mobile carriers will have to cut their lines, further isolating people
who rely on their phones for internet access, said Elena Estavillo, a former commissioner of the
IFT, Mexico's telecoms regulator.

"We should highlight this as something very worrying because it can be a circumstance that
discourages or, for some people,makes it impossible to have access to these services, which is
a fundamental right," Estavillo said.
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CHINA STEPS UP ONLINE CONTROLS WITH NEW RULE
FOR BLOGGERS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Image used for representational purpose only.  

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

Ma Xiaolin frequently wrote about current affairs on one of China's leading microblogging sites,
where he has two million followers. But recently, he said in a post, the Weibo site called and
asked him not to post original content on topics ranging from politics to economic and military
issues.

“As an international affairs researcher and a columnist, it looks like I can only go the route of
entertainment, food and beverage now,” the international relations professor wrote on January
31.

Ma, who often posted on developments in the Mideast, is one of many popular influencers
working within the constraints of China's heavily censored web who is finding that their space to
speak is shrinking even further with the latest policy changes and a clean-up campaign run by
the country's powerful censors. He declined an interview request.

Beginning next week, the Cyberspace Administration of China will require bloggers and
influencers to have a government-approved credential before they can publish on a wide range
of subjects. Some fear that only state media and official propaganda accounts will get
permission.

While permits have been needed since at least 2017 to write about topics such as political and
military affairs, enforcement has not been widespread. The new rules expand that requirement
to health, economics, education and judicial matters.

“The regulators want to control the entire procedure of information production,” said Titus Chen,
an expert in Chinese social media policy at National Sun Yat-Sen University in Taiwan.

The latest move is in line with ever more restrictive regulations under President Xi Jinping that
constrict an already narrow space for discourse. The Chinese leader has made “digital
sovereignty” a central concept of his rule, under which authorities have set limits and increased
control of the digital realm.

The new credential requirement could restrict individuals from posting original content, including
people like Ma who aren't openly challenging the line of Xi's ruling Communist Party. Weibo
CEO Wang Gaofei, responding to Ma on the platform, said commentary on news released by
official media was permitted but commentators could not “release news” themselves.

“The policy revision is meant “to standardize and steer public accounts and information service
platforms to be more self aware in keeping the correct direction of public opinion,” according to a
statement posted by the Cyberspace Administration.
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A week after unveiling the new rules in late January, the administration held a nationwide
conference on the importance of “strengthening order in online publishing.” The head of the
agency, Zhuang Rongwen, said the agency must “let our supervision and management grow
teeth.” On February 4, the agency publicly announced a month-long clean-up drive targeting
search engines, social media platforms and browsers. Such campaigns, in which companies
take steps to meet government demands, aren't new, but enforcement was looser in the past: In
2017, Weibo backed off after complaints it was lumping gay content in with a pornography ban.

It appears to be happening in concurrence with a crackdown to enforce existing rules.

“It is a big deal, it's a massive campaign,” said Xiao Qiang, an expert on digital censorship at the
University of California at Berkeley. “And these are people who didn't write something sharp.
They are intentionally not being edgy about things.” A notice on Sohu in January, which also
hosts microblogs, said public accounts without credentials must not issue or republish current
affairs news. Banned topics include “articles and commentary on politics, economics, military
affairs, diplomatic and public affairs; Taking out of context and distorting the content of the Party
and country's history; breaking news and commentary.” Internet giant Baidu, which also has a
publishing platform, issued a similar notice.

It is unclear to what extent bloggers will be punished if they publish commentary without the
credentials.

A current affairs account on Tencent's WeChat messaging app was shut down last week on
“suspicion of providing an internet news information service.” Called “August Old Yu,” it was run
by Yu Shenghong, a former journalist at state broadcaster CCTV, He did not respond to a
request for comment.

Representatives of Baidu, Sohu, Weibo and Tencent did not respond to requests for comment.
The Cyberspace Administration did not respond to a faxed request.

The coronavirus pandemic appears to have in part spurred the tightened regulations. In the early
days of China's outbreak much of the news coverage was driven by online accounts and digital-
only media outlets which circulated both news and rumors.

“During the pandemic, ‘self-media’ maliciously created rumors and casually disregarded others’
privacy, severely impacting the stability and harmony of society and damaged the legal rights
and interest of others,” the Cyberspace Administration said in a notice explaining the new
policies.

Ultimately, the new rules reflect the censors' worries, even if it isn't precisely clear what they are
so insecure about, said Berkeley's Xiao.

“In the past entire year, the control has been so tight that hardly anyone can speak about
anything,” Xiao said.
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Data from research firm IDC showed Apple's shipments surged 22% to a record 90.1 million
phones in the quarter, giving it global market share of 23.4%.

A contest among Wyoming schoolchildren will decide the new supercomputer's name.
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U.S. READY FOR TALKS ON IRAN DEAL
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The Biden administration has said that it will participate in talks with Iran with a view to reinstate
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) or the ‘Iran nuclear deal’, which has been
unravelling since the U.S.’s departure from the deal in 2018.

“The United States would accept an invitation from the European Union high representative to
attend a meeting of the P5+1 and Iran to discuss a diplomatic way forward on Iran’s nuclear
program,” State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Thursday.

In 2018, Mr. Trump pulled the U.S. out of the JCPOA, an agreement between Iran, the five
permanent members of the United Nations Security Council and Germany, which lifted
longstanding international sanctions against Iran in exchange for Tehran scuttling its nuclear
programme. The U.S. had reinstated ramped up sanctions against Iran as part of what it called a
‘maximum pressure campaign’, after leaving the deal.

Also on Thursday, Secretary of State Antony Blinken told his counterparts from the U.K., France
and Germany (’the E3’) that the U.S. is prepared to talk to Iran and was prepared to re-enter the
JCPOA if Iran also returned to compliance with it.

“The Ministers affirmed strong interest in continuing their consultations and coordination,
including with China and Russia, on this key security issue, recognising the role of the High
Representative of the European Union as Coordinator of the Joint Commission,” a joint
statement released after the meeting read.

The Biden administration sent a letter to the UN Security Council withdrawing letters from the
Trump administration that had attempted to reinstate UN sanctions on Iran via a ‘snapback’
process (the Trump move was not recognised by other members of the then Security Council).

Travel restrictions within the U.S. on Iran’s UN diplomats were also eased, a State Department
official told reporters on a briefing call on Thursday. “So essentially, returning to the status quo
of the last few years before the last administration,” the official said.

Iran has threatened to partially stop International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspections next
week if other parties to the JCPOA do not meet their commitments under the deal — a move the
West cautioned against.

“The E3 and the United States are united in underlining the dangerous nature of a decision to
limit IAEA access, and urge Iran to consider the consequences of such grave action, particularly
at this time of renewed diplomatic opportunity,” the statement from Thursday’s Ministers’
meeting said.

“We are the ones who have kept this agreement alive in recent years, and now it’s about
supporting the United States in taking the road back into the agreement,” German Foreign
Minister Heiko Maas told reporters in Paris, according to the Associated Press. “The measures
that have been taken in Tehran and may be taken in the coming days are anything but helpful.
They endanger the Americans’ path back into this agreement. The more pressure that is
exerted, the more politically difficult it will be to find a solution,” he said.
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Talks between the West and Tehran have not been announced as of this writing.
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NORTHERN TAMILS SCEPTICAL AHEAD OF ‘ANOTHER
GENEVA SESSION’

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

Waiting for closure:Protesters carrying black flags and pictures of missing Tamils in Kilinochchi
on February 4.AFP  

In the nearly 12 years since her husband surrendered to the Sri Lankan Army, E. Sumathra has
seen many sessions of the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva come and go. Half a dozen
resolutions on Sri Lanka have been adopted since, but she is no closer to finding out where he
is.

Ahead of the 46th session of the Council beginning next week, the Sri Lankan government,
Tamil polity, civil society, and diaspora groups are frantically lobbying member countries, hoping
for different outcomes. But Ms. Sumathra is not waiting with bated breath. “We are used like
trophies every time, and nothing that comes out of these sessions alters our reality,” she says.

She was seated at a concrete shelter by the sea, shining in a lavish blue-green shade under the
afternoon sun, last weekend. Along with her are groups of women, from both the Tamil and
Muslim community residing in the district, all gathered for a campaign on caring better for the
environment.

“Families of forcibly disappeared persons have been agitating since the war ended [in 2009], but
some of our politicians and diaspora organisations have split our struggle. Today, we are all in
different groups with no prospect for truth or justice,” says the 36-year-old.

So far, none of the past UN resolutions or governmental mechanisms has delivered a convincing
outcome for many like her. Although the UN human rights chief, in her latest Sri Lanka report,
called for an International Criminal Court probe into alleged war crimes committed by different
warring actors, as well as sanctions, Ms. Sumathra is unable to feel hopeful. The new, likely
contested, resolution in the coming session is “just another” one, in her view.

Sri Lanka’s long civil war played out across the Tamil-majority north and east, but Mullaitivu bore
the brunt of its gruesome end. According to UN estimates, some 40,000 civilians were trapped
and killed in the final battle between the armed forces and the separatist LTTE, at the
Nandikadal lagoon here in May 2009.

The Rajapaksa administration in power then and now — except from 2015 to 2019 — has
repeatedly denied the number of civilian casualties, deeming it an “exaggeration”. The numbers
may be contested, but survivors’ suffering is hard to miss, following death and destruction all
around. Districts in the former war zone are among the poorest in the country. Neither
appropriate development, nor adequate jobs have come their way. Mullaitivu district remains
militarised, with even traffic checkpoints run by armed military men.

Domestic mechanism

Months after Gotabaya Rajapaksa was elected President in late 2019, Sri Lanka said it would
withdraw from the existing UN resolution on post-war accountability and reconciliation. It has
instead proposed a domestic mechanism that Tamils have even less faith in, compared to
international ones.
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“If you look at the Tamil people here, we did not get a solution through the armed struggle that
lasted 30 years. We have not got a solution in the decade after that, either. Meanwhile, our
people are struggling in poverty, as livelihoods are destroyed and the youth are jobless,” says
Ganeswaran Selvamani, a counsellor who has worked with war-affected families. In addition to
coping with the trauma of the past, they face “enormous hardships” today, she says, referring to
numerous conflicts over land — some of it still held by the military — destruction of old Hindu
temples based on “archaeological” claims, growing concerns of narcotics penetrating villages,
and a rise in teen marriages and pregnancies.

“The worst of all the problems are in Mullaitivu, maybe that is why even the coronavirus fears us,
we have that level of immunity,” Ms. Selvamani says, barely hiding her sarcasm. Women, at the
forefront of protests to reclaim land, demanding answers about their missing loved ones, or
against predatory microfinance-induced debt, have an especially hard time, with nothing but
their resilience to count on. “I don’t know if anyone speaks of women’s problems in Geneva. The
continuous assault on our livelihoods is affecting women disproportionately,” says Prasanna
Sujatha, a pre-school teacher, speaking of families in which women are sole earners.

The going has never been easy, but the heightened fear after the Rajapaksas’ return to power is
stark.

It is in this climate that thousands of Tamil-speaking people recently took out a mass rally from
Pothuvil in the eastern Ampara district to Polihandy in Jaffna (titled ‘P2P’), demanding the rights
of Tamil and Muslim minorities. Some in Mullaittivu are agnostic about the outcome of the march
but see it as a necessary assertion of the minorities’ rights. “When our basic right to bury our
dead is refused, I feel even more for Tamils who have suffered so much during and after the
war. The rally has made me hopeful about the two minority communities coming together,” says
M. Jenusa, an activist.

There is “no other way to take on majoritarianism,” says a history teacher, asking not to be
named. “Whether it was the rally or this Geneva session, it is about retaining what little we have.
We don’t expect major gains,” he says. Few people in the district seem dewy-eyed about the
Human Rights Council delivering big outcomes or lasting solutions. But with the space for
negotiation shrinking further within the country, they see no other option. Considering the
geopolitical interests that dominate such forums, they realise that any positive outcome is more
incidental than intentional.

“Whether Geneva delivers or not, people are certain that this government will not. That is why
we pursue international mechanisms despite all the limitations,” says Shanthi Sriskantharajah, a
former MP from the district.
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INDIAN IT WORKERS TO BENEFIT FROM U.S.
IMMIGRATION BILL

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Joe Biden  

In a major move that will benefit thousands of Indian IT professionals in America, the Biden
administration has introduced an immigration bill in Congress, which, among other things,
proposes to eliminate the per-country cap for employment-based green cards.

The U.S. Citizenship Act of 2021 proposes a pathway to citizenship to 11 million undocumented
workers, elimination of per-country quota for employment-based green cards and work
authorisation for dependents of H-1B foreign workers. The bicameral immigration bill, if passed
by both the chambers of the Congress — House of Representatives and the Senate — and
signed into law by the President, would bring citizenship to millions of foreign nationals, including
undocumented workers and those who came to the country legally. Those waiting for a green
card for more than 10 years would get the legal permanent residency immediately as they would
be exempted from the visa cap.

Indian IT professionals waiting for more than a decade now, and whose number runs into
thousands, are likely to be the biggest beneficiaries . Authors of the bill, Senator Bob Menendez
and Congresswoman Linda Sanchez, said the bill establishes a vision of immigration reform that
is expansive and inclusive.
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CHANGING PATTERN OF THE CHINA-INDIA-US
TRIANGLE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

More from the author

When the China-India-United States triangle began to form in the early years of this century, it
most closely resembled a ménage á trois. All three dyads in the triangle – India-China, India-US
and China-US – were characterised by equally amicable relationships. Each country had an
overall positive and cooperative policy towards the other two. India’s relationship with China
recovered from the stumble caused by India highlighting China as the principal reason for the
1998 nuclear tests. The two countries built on the understanding reached in the 1990s on
maintaining peace and tranquillity along the border. In 2005, they agreed to a set of political
parameters for settling the boundary dispute. Bilateral trade began to zoom. And India and
China began to coordinate positions in trilateral and multilateral groupings such as BRICS
(Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa), Russia-India-China (RIC), Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), World Trade Organization (WTO), climate change negotiations, etc.

India-US relations also traced a similar trajectory after the 1998 nuclear tests, which the United
States perceived as a huge setback to its non-proliferation policy objectives. Dense economic
linkages especially in the information technology sector were accompanied by a spurt in the
growth and influence of the Indian diaspora in the United States. Further, the combination of the
challenge of international terrorism and the imperative of shaping the evolving international order
in which Asia appeared set to emerge as the centre stage led India and America to conclude the
nuclear deal and the defence cooperation framework in 2005.

At the same time, China-US relations also began to recover from controversies such as the US
bombing of the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade during the Kosovo campaign of 1999 and the EP-
3 incident of 2001 involving a collision between US and Chinese military aircraft near Hainan.
America persisted with its bet on deepening China’s integration into the international system by
welcoming China into the WTO. By 2005, China was proclaiming its peaceful rise to great power
status, and America was gently urging China to become a responsible stakeholder in the
international system.

The year 2005 was thus a geopolitical sweet spot for all three dyads in the triangle. They
appeared to be in an amicable and stable ménage á trois. Things unravelled thereafter between
both China and India and China and the United States, whereas the India-US relationship has
witnessed steady progress. Two factors are responsible for this change in the pattern of the
triangular dynamic. The first is the alteration in the underlying balance of power between China
and India and China and the United States, caused by China’s meteoric rise as the world’s
factory and the new fount of investment, America’s decline in both economic and political
spheres signified by the Great Recession and the domestic and global disruption caused by the
Trump presidency, and India’s inability to sustain high growth rates. The second, inter-linked,
factor is the strategic rivalry that underlies China’s relationship with both India and the United
States. 

The India-China boundary dispute has persisted since China’s annexation of Tibet in 1950.
Negotiations both before and after the 1962 War have failed to yield a mutually acceptable
solution. China, according to one expert, has come to the conclusion that the Line of Actual

/taxonomy/term/135
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Control and eventually the border has to be consolidated on the ground. As a result, the last few
years have witnessed repeated standoffs between the two militaries along the disputed border
areas. The latest such standoff, which actually led to the loss of life for the first time since 1975,
began in April 2020 when China attempted to impose a territorial fait accompli on India. While
disengagement began a few days ago, the series of standoffs since 2013 portends further
eruptions. Second, India and China conflict also extends to their respective status. India aspires
for multipolarity not just in the international system but also in Asia where it does not want to
play second fiddle to China. China, however, appears committed to denying peer status to India.
It continues to block Indian membership in the Nuclear Suppliers Group and remains non-
committal on India’s permanent membership in the United Nations Security Council. A third
source of conflict revolves around access to key geographical regions. China is acutely
concerned about its Malacca Dilemma – that its commerce through the Indian Ocean might be
throttled at this choke point. By virtue of the geostrategic location of the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, India is in a commanding position to monitor the approaches to the Malacca Straits. For
its part, India is concerned about China’s penetration of both the Himalayan security perimeter
through close ties to Nepal and of the maritime security perimeter by gaining a lease over Sri
Lanka’s Hambantota Port. Indian concerns also extend to the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), which traverses the territory of Kashmir under Pakistan’s occupation, thus undermining
Indian sovereignty, deepening China’s stakes on the Kashmir issue, and enhancing Chinese
support for Pakistan.

In the case of China and the United States, the two countries have entered what Professor
Graham Allison calls the Thucydides Trap between a reigning hegemon and a rising challenger.
America is keen on retaining its 75-year long primacy in East Asia, which is manifested in treaty
commitments and military forces stationed in, deployed to, and rotated through the region. China
has, however, articulated the importance of establishing a new type of great power relations with
America, which entails US abandonment of treaty commitments to East Asian allies and
withdrawal of military forces stationed or deployed in the region. In addition, the China-US
conflict extends to political ideology. America remains committed to a world composed of
democratic states, which, it believes, would usher in the so-called Kantian peace. Democracy is,
however, anathema to the Chinese Communist Party, which is determined to maintain its
monopoly over power in domestic politics and can therefore be logically expected to support and
advocate non-democratic forms of government around the world.

In contrast to the return of rivalry in the relationships between China and India and China and
the United States, the India-US relationship has broadened and deepened into a comprehensive
global strategic partnership. This, despite the history of estrangement between these two
democracies throughout the second half of the 20th century. Although India and America
regularly found themselves on opposite sides of key issues, none of these actually involved a
conflict over issues such as territory, status, sphere of influence, and ideology that actually
contribute to the growth of strategic rivalry. In addition, what has cemented the partnership is the
threat to their vital national interests that both India and the United States perceive from China.

As a result, the triangular dynamic among China, India and the United States has come to
resemble a stable marriage – another ideal type identified by Professor Lowell Dittmer 40 years
ago. India and America enjoy amity in their bilateral relationship, but both share adversarial
relations with China. This pattern appears set to continue into the medium term. India is stepping
up defence preparedness and contemplating force restructuring to become better prepared and
capable against China in the wake of the now unwinding military crisis. The Biden administration
has categorised China as America’s “most serious competitor” and expressed its determination
to “confront China’s economic abuses” and “counter its aggressive, coercive action”. And India
and the United States have resolved to closely cooperate in support of freedom of navigation,
territory integrity, and a robust security architecture in the Indo-Pacific region.



Page 117

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

http://www.pugwashindia.com


Page 118

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-20

EU SAYS COPYRIGHT LAWS MAKE SITUATION
DIFFERENT FROM AUSTRALIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

A European Commission spokesman declined to comment directly on the move by media giant
Facebook that escalated a dispute with the Australian government over paying for content.   |
Photo Credit: Reuters

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

European Union countries are not facing the same situation as Australia, where Facebook
blocked all media content from its platform, because of new copyright rules that protect
publishers in Europe, the bloc's executive said on Thursday.

A European Commission spokesman declined to comment directly on the move by media giant
Facebook that escalated a dispute with the Australian government over paying for content.

"In the EU, the situation is different," the spokesman said in a written response to questions.

"The copyright reform – that needs to be transposed into national law by 7 June 2021 – already
starts to bring concrete results for the European media sector, as proved by the recent
announcement of the agreement found between Google and publishers in France."

Also Read | EU countries agree joint stance ahead of WhatsApp, Skype privacy talks

The dispute between Australia and Facebook centres on a planned Australian law, which would
require Facebook and Alphabet Inc’s Google to reach commercial deals to pay news outlets
whose links drive traffic to their platforms, or agree a price through arbitration.

Although Australia is a small market, the law is being closely watched around the world by
regulators, and could be a test case for a bigger global push to force internet giants to share
more of their revenue with content providers.

Also Read | EU’s Vestager warns Apple to treat all apps equally amid privacy dispute

Under the EU's tougher copyright rules, online platforms will have to sign licensing agreements
with musicians, performers, authors, news publishers and journalists to use their work.

The European Commission's position is that "press and quality journalism are not for free" so
the Copyright Directive creates the condition for fair bargaining between press editors and online
platforms.

You have reached your limit for free articles this month.

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days free trial. Sign Up

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/Reuters/
https://www.thehindu.com/newsletter-subscription/article31890941.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/facebook-blocks-australians-from-accessing-news-on-platform/article33866733.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/facebook-blocks-australians-from-accessing-news-on-platform/article33866733.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/eu-countries-agree-joint-stance-ahead-of-whatsapp-skype-privacy-talks/article33807824.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/eus-vestager-warns-apple-to-treat-all-apps-equally-amid-privacy-dispute/article33789708.ece
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=33877781&utm_campaign=technology&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=33877781&utm_campaign=technology


Page 119

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper, crossword and print.

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
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QUAD MEET: INDIA, U.S. CALL FOR RULE OF LAW IN
MYANMAR

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

India on Thursday joined Australia, Japan and the United States for a ministerial meeting under
the quadrilateral grouping where key issues, including Myanmar, came up for discussion.

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and U.S. Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken said the
military takeover in Myanmar featured in the talks and participants reiterated democratic values
for the region.

India also emphasised in its statement that the meeting expressed commitment to “upholding
rules-based international order” and “peaceful resolution of disputes”.

“Our positive agenda underlines our shared commitment to global good. [We] discussed
contemporary challenges, especially impact of COVID-19 and exchanged views on issues
across the Indo-Pacific,” Mr. Jaishankar said.

The leaders referred to the military crackdown in Myanmar, with the U.S. highlighting “the urgent
need to restore the democratically elected government in Burma, and the priority of
strengthening democratic resilience in the broader region”. Significantly, the U.S. statement
referred to Myanmar as Burma, the name that Naypyitaw had stopped using since 1989 after a
brutal crackdown against the democratic movement. “In the discussion pertaining to
developments in Myanmar, the upholding of rule of law and the democratic transition was
reiterated by India,” the Ministry of External Affairs said.

The meeting was held in the backdrop of the ongoing withdrawal of Chinese forces from
positions along the Line of Actual Control but the months-long military tension did not find
mention in the read outs.
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INDIA, CHINA TO PUSH FOR RESOLVING REMAINING
ISSUES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Noting that the disengagement of frontline troops in the Pangong Tso area was a significant step
forward for the resolution of issues in other areas in the Western Sector, India and China, at the
10th Corps Commander talks, agreed to push for a mutually acceptable solution for the
remaining issues.

“The two sides agreed to follow the important consensus of their state leaders, continue their
communication and dialogue, stabilise and control the situation on the ground, push for a
mutually acceptable resolution of the remaining issues in a steady and orderly manner, so as to
jointly maintain peace and tranquillity in the border areas,” a joint statement on the talks held on
Saturday said.

The Corps Commanders had a candid and in-depth exchange of views on other issues along
the Line of Actual Control in the Western Sector, the statement said. The two sides positively
appraised the “smooth completion” of disengagement of frontline troops in the Pangong Lake
area and said that it provided a “good basis” for resolution of other remaining issues in the
Western Sector.

The talks began at 10 a.m. and went on till 2 a.m., a government source said.

With the disengagement now complete on the north and south banks of Pangong Tso, the focus
of the talks was to work out a phased disengagement plan for the other friction areas in eastern
Ladakh. These include Gogra, Hot Springs, Depsang and Demchok.

At the first Corps Commander talks last June, both sides had mutually agreed and identified five
friction areas — Patrolling Points (PP) 14 at Galwan, PP15 and 17 at Gogra and Hotsprings,
North bank of Pangong Tso and Chushul. Despite the violent clash at Galwan on June 15, the
disengagement there has been completed, while partial disengagement was done at PP15 and
PP17A.

However, in end of August, tensions flared on the south bank of Pangong Tso, with the Army
occupying several dominating peaks on the Indian side of the LAC lying vacant since 1962.
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IRAN SAYS TALKS WITH IAEA CHIEF ‘FRUITFUL’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Iran said on Sunday it had held “fruitful discussions” with UN nuclear watchdog chief Rafael
Grossi in Tehran, ahead of a deadline when it is set to restrict the agency’s inspections unless
the United States lifts painful sanctions.

Mr. Grossi’s visit comes amid stepped-up efforts between U.S. President Joe Biden’s
administration, European powers and Iran to salvage the 2015 nuclear deal that has been on the
brink of collapse since former President Donald Trump withdrew from it.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, before meeting Mr. Grossi, signalled that the
Islamic republic wants to avoid an “impasse”, but also warned it could step further away from its
commitments if Washington does not lift the sanctions.

Mr. Grossi, head of the Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), arrived in
Tehran late on Saturday and met the head of the Iran Atomic Energy Organisation, Ali Akbar
Salehi, early on Sunday.

“Iran and the IAEA held fruitful discussions based on mutual respect, the result of which will be
released this evening,” Tehran’s Ambassador to the UN agency Kazem Gharibabadi wrote on
Twitter.

Iran’s conservative-dominated Parliament months ago demanded that if the U.S. does not lift
sanctions by this Sunday, Iran suspend some IAEA inspections from Tuesday.

But Iran has stressed it will not cease working with the IAEA or expel its inspectors.

Mr. Zarif told Iran’s Press TV on Sunday that he would talk to Mr. Grossi about implementing
Iran’s law while making sure “not to create an impasse”.
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WOMEN IN SAUDI ARABIA CAN JOIN ARMED FORCES
IN LATEST WIDENING OF RIGHTS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Women in Saudi Arabia can trade their abayas for military uniforms on Sunday as the kingdom
opens up the armed forces to female recruits.

Saudi Arabian women can be recruited as soldiers, lance corporals, corporals, sergeants, and
staff sergeants, according to Arab News. Some additional criteria have been added for female
applicants.

This move is the latest in a series of measures aimed at increasing the rights of women in the
kingdom. The plan was first announced in 2019.
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INDIA IN TRADE, DEFENCE PACTS WITH MAURITIUS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

India and Mauritius signed a $100 million Defence Line of Credit agreement on Monday. It was a
part of several understandings, including the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and
Partnership Agreement (CECPA) that was signed between the two countries during the ongoing
visit by External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar.

“Privileged to witness along with Prime Minister Pravind Kumar Jugnauth the signing of
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and Partnership Agreement, India’s first such agreement
with an African country. [This] will help focus on post pandemic economic recovery. Enable
business expansion and greater investments,” said Mr. Jaishankar in a message after the
signing of the agreement.

Using the new framework under the CECPA, India and Mauritius would provide preferential
access to a number of items like surgical equipment, medicine, and textile products that would
cater to market requirements on both sides. “Just to illustrate some of the benefits, Mauritius will
get preferential access for export of 40,000 tonnes of sugar into India at an early time frame,”
said Mr. Jaishankar.
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IRAN, IAEA REACH DEAL ON INSPECTIONS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important

organizations

Back to talks:Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, left, with the IAEA chief Rafael Grossi,
right, in Tehran.AFPSTR  

The UN nuclear watchdog chief announced on Sunday a “temporary solution” to allow Iranian
facility inspections to continue after days of talks with officials, giving some much-needed
breathing space for diplomatic negotiations.

However, Rafael Grossi admitted that under the new three-month arrangement, the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) would not have the same level of access after a law comes into
force on Tuesday limiting some inspections.

Mr. Grossi’s visit to Iran came amid stepped-up efforts between U.S. President Joe Biden’s
administration, European powers and Tehran to salvage the 2015 nuclear deal that has been on
the brink of collapse since former U.S. President Donald Trump withdrew from it and went on to
impose sanctions on the nation.

In December, Iran’s conservative-dominated Parliament passed the law demanding a
suspension of some inspections if the U.S. failed to lift sanctions by this Sunday.

Mr. Grossi said that under the new “temporary technical understanding... there is less access,
let’s face it”.

“But still we were able to retain the necessary degree of monitoring and verification work,” he
added.

“What we agreed is something that is viable — it is useful to bridge this gap that we are having
now, it salvages the situation now,” Mr. Grossi told reporters after landing back in Vienna, after a
meeting with Iran Foreign Minister Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif in Tehran on Sunday.

They confirmed that Iran will continue to allow access to UN inspectors to its declared nuclear
sites.

No real-time access

But Iran will temporarily suspend so-called “voluntary transparency measures” — notably
inspections of non-nuclear sites, including military sites suspected of nuclear-related activity.

Tehran will also deny the IAEA real-time access to footage from surveillance cameras installed
at some sites and, if sanctions are not lifted within three months, delete it, Iran’s Atomic Energy
Organization has said.

Mr. Zarif had signalled the Islamic republic wanted to avoid an “impasse” over inspections, but
also warned it could further step away from its commitments if Washington does not lift
sanctions.

Mr. Grossi had said earlier his hope in visiting Tehran was “to stabilise a situation which was
very unstable”.
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“I think this technical understanding does it so that other political discussions at other levels can
take place, and most importantly we can avoid a situation in which we would have been, in
practical terms, flying blind,” he added.

Iran hails agreement

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi acknowledged on Saturday that his country’s
inspection capability would be “reduced by about 20-30%” when Tuesday’s law came into effect.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry on Monday hailed the outcome, saying it complied with Parliament's
demands and “resulted in a very significant diplomatic achievement and a very significant
technical achievement”.
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MALDIVES PARLIAMENT DEBATES DEFENCE DEAL
WITH INDIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

External Affairs MinisterS. Jaishankar with his Maldivian counterpart Abdulla Shahid.PTI  

A day after Male and New Delhi signed an agreement to jointly develop the Maldives National
Defence Force Coast Guard Harbour, Maldives’s Parliament, ‘the People’s Majlis’, took up an
emergency motion, demanding greater transparency on the bilateral pact.

Following the signing of the agreement on Sunday, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, who
was in Male this weekend, tweeted: “Glad to sign with Defence Minister @MariyaDidi the UTF
Harbour Project agreement. Will strengthen Maldivian Coast Guard capability and facilitate
regional HADR efforts. Partners in development, partners in security.”

On Monday, Ahmed Shiyam, an MP from the Opposition Progressive Party of Maldives
submitted an emergency motion in the House, objecting to the signing of the pact, linked to the
“independence and sovereignty” of the Maldives, without the approval of Parliament, Male-
based media reported. A total of 51 legislators in the 87-member House voted in favour of a
debate on the motion.

Maldivian Defence Minister Mariya Didi said the project was “vital” to the effective functioning of
the Maldivian Coast Guard. “Given our expansive maritime territory, the need to enhance local
coast guard capabilities cannot be overstated,” she told The Hindu from Male, explaining why
the government is “elated” that the project is “finally under way”. “This dockyard and harbour will,
in time, afford us the opportunity to protect our maritime interests on our own thereby enhancing
our sovereignty,” she said.

The harbour development agreement, effectively a defence pact, was signed following a request
from the government of Maldives — since former President Abdulla Yameen’s term in 2013 —
for Indian assistance to enhance the capability of the Defence Forces, according to a Joint press
statement issued by the two governments on Sunday. Subsequently, Male made requests in
2015 and 2016.

Denying that the Yameen administration had sealed any agreement then, Dunya Maumoon,
Foreign Minister in his government, said: “We had discussions at that time but did not get into
any agreement. The Maldives values strong and warm ties with India. But having warm ties is
not equal to having boots on the ground,” she told The Hindu .

Concerns over “Indian military presence” were flagged in 2018 too, when the Yameen
government asked India to take back two helicopters it had gifted, with a crew and support staff,
causing a major strain in bilateral ties. Following the September 2018 defeat of the Yameen
administration, which was known for its China tilt, President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih’s
government has been pursuing an “India first” policy.

However, not all in the ruling coalition agree with the government’s current foreign policy. During
Monday’s debate in Parliament, government MP Ali Hussain said Male should avoid seeking
assistance on military matters from any big power. “Whether it is India, China or the U.S., their
agreements here are bound to have conflicting interests. We should not end up in a situation
where we have to choose one partner over another, we should not become part of a proxy
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[geopolitical] war,” he told The Hindu .

Last year, New Delhi welcomed the Maldives’s decision to sign a military agreement with the
U.S.
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CHINA FIRM SLAMS ‘THIRD-PARTY’ INTERFERENCE IN
LANKA PROJECT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

A Chinese firm, which had won the bid to execute a renewable energy project in Sri Lanka’s
northern islands, has objected to “outrageous interference” by a “third party”, apparently
referring to India voicing concern recently.

In a statement issued on Monday, Sinosoar-Etechwin Joint Venture said it learned from media
reports that “a third party” had protested against Sri Lanka’s Cabinet decision clearing the
project, on grounds of “so-called self-security”. “We firmly oppose any outrageous interference
by any third party without legal and factual basis,” the firm said.

On January 18, Sri Lanka took a Cabinet decision to engage a Chinese firm to install hybrid
renewable energy systems in Nainativu, Delft or Neduntheevu, and Analaitivu, off Jaffna
Peninsula, located in the Palk Bay, some 50 km from the Tamil Nadu coast. Although New Delhi
did not officially comment on the move, official sources confirmed that India had offered a $12-
million grant, to execute the same. The project’s proximity to India’s coastline reportedly set off
security concerns in New Delhi.

ADB loan

Colombo had originally obtained a loan from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) for the project.
Sri Lanka’s Minister of Power Dullas Alahapperuma told local media that the government would
consider India’s proposal, for it was a grant rather than a loan. But there is no change yet to the
January 18 decision.

Outlining the tendering process in 2019, through which it obtained the project, the Chinese
consortium said the “third party” — intervention “seriously affected” its reputation and legitimate
rights, and “damaged the credibility and image” of the Government of Sri Lanka. The consortium
is only responsible for the construction and handover of the project, it said, adding the firm would
“strictly abide” by the laws and regulations of the ADB and the Ceylon Electricity Board.

A group of Sri Lanka’s Tamil parties have objected to the Chinese project in the northern
islands, noting that India’s concerns are “legitimate”.
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DEALING WITH THE BIGGER NEIGHBOUR, CHINA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

“Our two countries have a basic misreading of each other’s priorities,” a Chinese scholar,
generally known for his hard line on India, told me in Beijing in 2014. The usual broadside about
India “belittling” China’s sovereignty in Tibet followed. How could India support the McMahon
Line when Tibet had “never possessed the right” to conclude sovereign agreements with the
outside world, he asked. China, he continued, had practised “restraint” (hinting ominously that it
could well do otherwise) in the Eastern Sector (the sector covered by the McMahon Line) of the
boundary with India. And, as if foreshadowing the events in Galwan in the summer of 2020, he
said that in the Western Sector of the boundary China was “practising a forward policy because
there are so many grey areas”. On the other hand, if India launched “a new edition of the
forward policy” in this sector, problems would “re-occur”.

The conversation was a grim reminder of the underlying problems in the India-China relationship
even as their leaders practised bucolic, informal summitry. To the outside world, the two
countries held up their relations as an example of how despite an unresolved boundary
question, they had not allowed these differences to prevent the development of relations in other
areas, including trade and economic ties as well as people-to-people interaction in various
spheres. Peace and tranquillity in the border areas had also been maintained for over four
decades. But the unravelling had begun. Two nationalisms were contending and the
untrammelled rise of China was generating new global power equations and alignments. The
gulf between India and China was growing. Come 2020, Galwan signalled the collapse of the
edifice of bilateral relations built on these weak foundations over three decades. Measures to
strengthen peace and tranquillity and confidence-building in the border areas had obviously
been rendered obsolete and inadequate as armed confrontation replaced a flimsy structure of
so-called peaceful coexistence.

The road to hell is paved with good intentions.

Since 1993, India and China had arrived at a number of agreements to maintain peace and
tranquillity and promote confidence building measures (CBMs) in the border areas. These were
(https://bit.ly/3ul32lU), starting with 1993: the Agreement on the Maintenance of Peace and
Tranquillity along the Line of Actual Control in the India-China Border Areas; the Agreement
Between the Government of the Republic of India and the Government of the People’s Republic
of China on Confidence-Building Measures in the Military Field Along the Line of Actual Control
in the India-China Border Areas (1996); Protocol between the Government of the Republic of
India and the Government of the People’s Republic of China on Modalities for the
Implementation of Confidence Building Measures in the Military Field Along the Line of Actual
Control in the India-China Border Areas (2005); Agreement between The Government of the
Republic of lndia and The Government of the People’s Republic of China on the Establishment
of a Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination on lndia-China Border Affairs
(2012); Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India and the Government of the
People’s Republic of China on Border Defence Cooperation (2013).

Some of the key features of these agreements were: the boundary question would be resolved
peacefully; neither side would use or threaten to use force against the other “by any means”;
that the two sides would respect and observe the Line of Actual Control (LAC); that they would
jointly check and determine the segments of the LAC where they had different views as to its
alignment and further, speed up clarification and confirmation of the LAC since a common
understanding of the Line was necessary; that military forces (including field army, border
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defence forces, paramilitary forces) and major categories of armaments in mutually agreed
geographical zones along the LAC would be kept to a minimum level compatible with friendly
and good neighbourly relations and the “requirements of mutual and equal security”; military
exercises would be undertaken only at specified levels with prior notification being given for such
exercises near the LAC; prior notice would be given regarding flights of combat aircraft within 10
kilometres from the LAC; if border personnel of the two sides came face-to-face due to
differences in alignment of the LAC they would exercise self-restraint and avoid an escalation of
the situation; channels of communication and border personnel meetings in case of
contingencies were stipulated.

The inspiration for the first two of these Agreements, signed in 1993 and 1996, came from the
example set by first the Soviet Union and then Russia in concluding such understandings on
CBMs with China. As the scholar, Jingdong Yuan, has noted, at the heart of the normalisation of
Russia-China relations was the resolution of the border dispute between the two and the
development of CBMs in the border regions. Military confrontation — a defining feature in their
relations from the 1960’s (the bloody incident of 1969 on the Damansky island may be recalled)
— was removed. A strategic partnership of equality and trust oriented towards the 21st century
was developed.

After the coming to power of Mikhail Gorbachev, the Soviet Union conceded a long-standing
Chinese demand to allow the adoption of the median line of the navigational channel of the
Amur-Ussuri River as the boundary between the two countries. It was a major concession and
quite contrary to the conventional view that the bigger country is usually unwilling to cede ground
in negotiations. Further Soviet moves to reduce China’s sense of insecurity followed. These
were the removal of SS-20 intermediate-range ballistic missiles including from along the border
with China and agreement to negotiate military CBMs. Moscow also made unilateral troop
reductions.

In April 1990, an Agreement on the Guidelines of Mutual Reduction of Forces and Confidence-
building in the Military Field in the Area of the Soviet-Chinese Border was signed. This
committed the two governments to the reduction of military forces to the lowest level suited to
normal good neighbourly relations on “an equal basis for mutual security”. (The term “mutual
and equal security” often used by our analysts and experts on India-China relations owes its
currency to this reference in the 1990 Soviet-Chinese Agreement just referred to and what we
learnt from the Russians when they briefed us about their discussions on CBMs with the
Chinese in the early 1990’s). In May 1991, an Agreement on the Eastern Sector of National
Boundaries was concluded by the two countries, resolving 98% of outstanding boundary issues.
They also agreed that the zone of military CBMs would be 100 km on each side of the border.

The main characteristic of these CBMs was the willingness of the bigger power — the Soviet
Union — to undertake unilateral concessions and asymmetric reductions in military strength vis-
à-vis China. The collapse of the Soviet Union, far from hindering the process of normalisation
only smoothened it further — Russia and China continued to improve relations, their strategic
convergence spurred on by shared suspicion about the overwhelming preponderance of U.S.
global power at the end of the Cold War.

The success of their alignment post-1989 and the Deng Xiaoping-Gorbachev Summit (held
against the backdrop of the Tiananmen Square student demonstrations) was that they identified
common interests and were committed to building a relationship that was “broadly based and
institutionalized” (Jingdong Yuan). What this signified is that military CBMs and tension-
reduction along the border were ‘nested’ and fostered in a vast network of cooperative
alignments that Russia and China built up in numerous areas once they agreed to normalise
their relations.
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Where our experience with China on CBMs and tension-reduction along the border differs from
the experience of Russia is that first, the five Agreements we signed between 1993 and 2013
were not nurtured in an environment of a steady enhancement of mutual trust and political
commitment for building a strong infrastructure of bilateral relations between India and China
that promoted both bilateral and regional understanding and cooperative endeavour. Second,
unlike in the Russia-China case, no final boundary settlement accompanied these CBMs to
sustain and strengthen their operation. Even a joint clarification of the LAC remained
unattainable. Third, China as the bigger power, unlike the Soviet Union under Gorbachev in its
dealings with Beijing, has never signalled willingness to make asymmetric or unilateral
concessions to India or act in a manner, especially in our neighbourhood, that enhances India’s
trust or confidence. The bellicosity underlying the remarks by my Chinese interlocutor in 2014 is
the signature element of Beijing’s approach to India. It renders the future of our relations with
China uncertain and problematic.

Nirupama Rao is a former Foreign Secretary and Ambassador to China. She specialised in
India-China border issues
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‘TERRORISM IS A CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

Terrorism is a “crime against humanity”, said External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on Tuesday.
Addressing the High Level Segment of the 46th Session of Human Rights Council (HRC), he
said India’s commitment to human rights is seen in the way the government has handled the
pandemic.

“Terrorism continues to be one of the gravest threats to humankind. It is a crime against
humanity and violates the most fundamental human right, namely the ‘Right to Life’...Terrorism
can never be justified, nor its perpetrators ever equated with its victims,” said Mr. Jaishankar
highlighting India’s experience “as an inclusive and pluralistic society and vibrant democracy”.

Major challenge

Mr. Jaishankar said human rights agenda in the world is facing a major challenge from terrorism
and expressed India’s desire to work with other members of the HRC.

He highlighted the special importance of the rights that are enshrined in the Constitution as the
Fundamental Rights.

“These continue to evolve through legislation by Parliament, progressive interpretation of laws
by the judiciary and active participation of civil society and citizens.”

The Minister’s comments came days after India reacted angrily to observations by the Special
Rapporteurs on Minority Issues and Freedom of Religion or Belief on apparent erosion of rights
in Kashmir and the rest of India.

The Ministry had termed the observations as “deplorable”.

Mr. Jaishankar reached out to the HRC: “Our approach to the UN Human Rights Council is
guided by our spirit of engagement, dialogue and consultation. We believe that equal emphasis
should be placed on both promotion and protection of human rights. Both are best pursued
through dialogue, consultation and cooperation among States as well as technical assistance
and capacity building.”

Mr. Jaishankar said the government provided “direct food support to 800 million Indians and
financial support to 400 million” to counter the impact of the pandemic.

“In the same spirit, India has pledged to use its vaccine manufacturing capacity to make
vaccines accessible and affordable to all.
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FACEBOOK TO END AUSTRALIA NEWS BLACKOUT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

New pact:The deal will see Google and Facebook plunge tens of millions of dollars into the
struggling local news sectorAP  

Facebook said on Tuesday it would lift a contentious ban on Australian news and pay local
media companies for content, after a last-gasp deal on pending landmark legislation.

Australia’s Treasurer Josh Frydenberg announced a face-saving compromise that will see
Google and Facebook plunge tens of millions of dollars into the struggling local news sector.

In return the U.S. digital firms will, for now, avoid being subjected to mandatory payments that
could cost them vastly more and create what they see as an alarming global precedent.

Just hours after the compromise was unveiled, Facebook announced its first proposed deal with
an Australian media company, Seven West, and was said to be pursuing commercial deals with
other local news organisations. The company is expected to use the content to launch a
dedicated news product in Australia later this year.

“As a result of these changes, we can now work to further our investment in public interest
journalism, and restore news on Facebook for Australians in the coming days,” said Will Easton,
managing director of Facebook Australia.

The social media firm sparked global outrage last week by blacking out news for its Australian
users in protest against the proposed legislation, and inadvertently blocking a series of non-
news Facebook pages linked to everything from cancer charities to emergency response
services. Prime Minister Scott Morrison angrily accused Facebook of making a decision to
“unfriend” Australia.

Google has already brokered deals worth millions of dollars with local media companies,
including the two largest: Rupert Murdoch’s News Corp and Nine Entertainment.

‘Resonable compromise’

Commentators described the eleventh-hour amendments — which came as parliament looks set
to pass the law this week — as “a reasonable compromise”.

“Everybody can walk away saying, well we got what we wanted,” University of New South Wales
Business Professor Rob Nicholls said.

Both companies now have an additional two months to reach further agreements that would
stave off binding arbitration.

The tech firms had fiercely opposed the legislation from the get-go, fearing it would threaten
their business models.

In particular, the companies objected to rules that made negotiations with media companies
mandatory and gave an independent Australian arbiter the right to impose a monetary
settlement.
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That process will now be avoided if companies are deemed to have made a “significant
contribution” to the Australian news industry through unspecified “commercial agreements”.

“We now face the strange possibility that the news media mandatory code could be passed by
Parliament and it applies to precisely no one,” said Marcus Strom, head of the Media
Entertainment and Arts Alliance, a union.

“It will just sit in the Treasurer’s (drawer) as a threat to misbehaving digital companies.”
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IMRAN PITCHES ECONOMIC CORRIDOR TO SRI LANKA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Way forward:Pakistan PM Imran Khan, centre, with hisSri Lankan counterpart, Mahinda
Rajapaksa, in ColomboAP  

Pitching the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) as a connectivity booster, Prime
Minister Imran Khan, in Colombo on a two-day visit beginning on Tuesday, said Pakistan would
find “ways and means to enhance trade and connectivity” with Sri Lanka.

“Pakistan is part of the One Belt and Road initiative of China, and CPEC is one of its flagship
programmes. And it means connectivity,” he said hours after his arrival. The CPEC, Mr. Khan
said, would help enhance Sri Lanka’s connectivity “right up to Central Asia”, while trade ties
would bring Pakistan and Sri Lanka “closer together”.

Mr. Khan is the first head of government to visit Sri Lanka since the pandemic struck the world.
He held a one-on-one bilateral meeting with counterpart Mahinda Rajapaksa on Tuesday
evening, and is scheduled to meet President Gotabaya Rajapaksa on Wednesday.

Mr. Khan will also lead the delegation-level talks, covering “all areas of cooperation” between the
two countries, including trade and investment, health and education, agriculture, science and
technology, defence and security, and culture and tourism, the Pakistani mission here said.

‘Deep affinity’

“Several MoUs” in these areas were signed on Tuesday, according to a tweet from Prime
Minister Rajapaksa.

Mr. Rajapaksa, who received the visiting leader at the Bandaranaike International Airport — he
was accorded a red-carpet welcome with a 19-gun salute — said Mr. Khan’s visit, despite the
pandemic, symbolised the “deep affinity” that he and his government had for Sri Lanka. “I admire
your courage and the great leadership that is evident in crucial decisions you have taken at
times of crises,” PM Rajapaksa said, likening Mr. Khan’s political leadership to his time as
captain of the Pakistani cricket team.

“Your people-centric governance agenda goes hand in hand with my own government’s
approach towards empowering the grassroots level communities and underprivileged,” Mr.
Rajapaksa said, adding that bilateral ties had become an “all-weather” friendship.

Batting for Buddhism

In addition to trade cooperation, Mr. Khan invoked cricket and Buddhism, topics that most Sri
Lankans share a deep connection with.

He commended the Sri Lankan cricket team for emerging a world class team from the
subcontinent, and spoke of Buddhist heritage linking the two countries, inviting Sri Lanka’s
Buddhists to “one of the greatest Buddhist heritage” sites in the world.

Protest held
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Meanwhile, members of Sri Lanka’s minority Muslim community held a demonstration on
Tuesday, urging the government to reverse its mandatory cremations policy for COVID-19
victims. Carrying a mock coffin, they denounced the government’s policy enforcing cremations,
in a protest near the Presidential Secretariat, aimed at drawing Mr. Khan’s attention.

Weeks before his arrival, Mr. Khan had welcomed — on Twitter — an announcement made by
PM Rajapaksa in Parliament that burials would be permitted. However, Colombo backtracked a
day later, sparking renewed concern among Sri Lanka’s Muslims. Mr. Khan did not refer to the
issue in his speech on Tuesday.

The Sri Lankan government, which had earlier said Mr. Khan would address Parliament,
cancelled the programme closer to his arrival, citing “scheduling issues” and safety concerns
linked to the pandemic.

Pakistan is part of the One Belt and Road initiative of China, and CPEC is one of its
flagship programmes. And it means connectivity

Imran Khan

Pakistan Prime Minister
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AFTER THE COUP: ON POLITICAL CRISIS IN
MYANMAR

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Three weeks after they took control of Myanmar by toppling its democratically elected
government, the country’s Generals are struggling to retain their grip on power in the face of
growing pro-democracy mass protests. The military, which had shared power with Aung San
Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) for five years, orchestrated the coup on
February 1, hours before the country’s newly elected Parliament, in which the NLD had a huge
majority, was set to convene. The military, which controlled Myanmar through direct rule for
almost 50 years since independence from Britain in 1948, has now deployed the familiar
repressive tactics to quell opposition to the latest coup: It has detained Ms. Suu Kyi, President
Win Myint and several of the NLD’s other top leaders, suspended the Internet, blocked social
networks and warned the public of repercussions if they joined protests. But protests have only
grown by the day. On Saturday, two unarmed protesters were killed by security forces in
Mandalay. Even police violence and the deployment of security personnel, including snipers,
across the main cities did not stop millions from joining a general strike on Monday. They
demand the Generals free the detained elected leaders and restore democracy.

Myanmar’s military has been one of the most consistent enemies of democracy. In the past,
challenges to its powers were met with brutal crackdowns. Still, the junta has continued to face
popular resistance. The crackdown on the protests of August 8, 1988 did not prevent the ‘saffron
revolution’ of 2007 — protests led by Buddhist monks. Than Shwe, the then leader of the
country, suppressed them but had to offer a new Constitution in 2008 as a compromise. This
Constitution was the basis of the partial transition to democracy in 2015 when the NLD came to
power. But even that experiment would not last more than five years, thanks to the power-
hungry generals of Tatmadaw. But they were wrong to expect the Myanmarese people, who
experienced at least limited liberties and democracy for five years after decades of the
repressive dictatorship, to allow them to consolidate power easily. The protesters have called for
civil disobedience, stoppage of work, sit-ins and mass demonstrations. The strike has already
paralysed the banking system at a time when the economy, hit hard by COVID-19, is struggling
to stand on its feet. The military is also facing international sanctions and condemnation. There
is no easy way out for Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, the commander-in-chief and the coup’s main
architect, from the crisis he has put himself in. The Generals should realise that years of
repression have not killed Myanmar’s aspirations for democracy. They should not repeat 1988 or
2007. They should stand down, respect the election results, release the leaders and hand power
back to the elected government.
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From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
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INDIA AND MAURITIUS SIGN COMPREHENSIVE
ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND PARTNERSHIP
AGREEMENT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

Dr Anup Wadhawan, Commerce Secretary, Government of India, and Ambassador Mr.
Haymandoyal Dillum, Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and International Trade,
Government of Mauritius signed the India-Mauritius Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and
Partnership Agreement (CECPA)  in Port Louis yesterday, in the august presence of Prime
Minister of Mauritius Mr Pravind Jugnauth, and External Affairs Minister, Govt of India, Mr S.
Jaishankar.

CECPA  is the first trade Agreement signed by India with a country in Africa. The Agreement is a
limited agreement, which will cover Trade in Goods, Rules of Origin, Trade in Services,
Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) measures, Dispute
Settlement, Movement of Natural Persons, Telecom, Financial services, Customs Procedures
and Cooperation in other Areas 

Impact/benefits: CECPA provides for an institutional mechanism to encourage and
improve trade between the two countries. The CECPA between India and Mauritius
covers 310 export items for India, including food stuff and beverages (80 lines),
agricultural products (25 lines), textile and textile articles (27 lines), base metals and
articles thereof (32 lines), electricals and electronic item (13 lines), plastics and chemicals
(20 lines), wood and articles thereof (15 lines), and others. Mauritius will benefit from
preferential market access into India for its 615 products, including frozen fish, speciality
sugar, biscuits, fresh fruits, juices, mineral water, beer, alcoholic drinks, soaps, bags,
medical and surgical equipment, and apparel. 

As regards trade in services, Indian service providers will have access to around 115 sub-
sectors from the 11 broad service sectors, such as professional services, computer related
services, research & development, other business services, telecommunication, construction,
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distribution, education, environmental, financial, tourism & travel related, recreational, yoga,
audio-visual services, and transport services. 

India has offered around 95 sub-sectors from the 11 broad services sectors, including
professional services, R&D, other business services, telecommunication, financial, distribution,
higher education, environmental, health, tourism and travel related services, recreational
services and transport services.

Both sides have also agreed to negotiate an Automatic Trigger Safeguard Mechanism (ATSM)
for a limited number of highly sensitive products within two years of the Signing of the
Agreement.

Timelines: The Agreement will come into force at an early date. 

The India-Mauritius CECPA will further cement the already deep and special relations between
the two countries.

****

YB/SS

Dr Anup Wadhawan, Commerce Secretary, Government of India, and Ambassador Mr.
Haymandoyal Dillum, Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and International Trade,
Government of Mauritius signed the India-Mauritius Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and
Partnership Agreement (CECPA)  in Port Louis yesterday, in the august presence of Prime
Minister of Mauritius Mr Pravind Jugnauth, and External Affairs Minister, Govt of India, Mr S.
Jaishankar.

CECPA  is the first trade Agreement signed by India with a country in Africa. The Agreement is a
limited agreement, which will cover Trade in Goods, Rules of Origin, Trade in Services,
Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) measures, Dispute
Settlement, Movement of Natural Persons, Telecom, Financial services, Customs Procedures
and Cooperation in other Areas 
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Impact/benefits: CECPA provides for an institutional mechanism to encourage and
improve trade between the two countries. The CECPA between India and Mauritius
covers 310 export items for India, including food stuff and beverages (80 lines),
agricultural products (25 lines), textile and textile articles (27 lines), base metals and
articles thereof (32 lines), electricals and electronic item (13 lines), plastics and chemicals
(20 lines), wood and articles thereof (15 lines), and others. Mauritius will benefit from
preferential market access into India for its 615 products, including frozen fish, speciality
sugar, biscuits, fresh fruits, juices, mineral water, beer, alcoholic drinks, soaps, bags,
medical and surgical equipment, and apparel. 

As regards trade in services, Indian service providers will have access to around 115 sub-
sectors from the 11 broad service sectors, such as professional services, computer related
services, research & development, other business services, telecommunication, construction,
distribution, education, environmental, financial, tourism & travel related, recreational, yoga,
audio-visual services, and transport services. 

India has offered around 95 sub-sectors from the 11 broad services sectors, including
professional services, R&D, other business services, telecommunication, financial, distribution,
higher education, environmental, health, tourism and travel related services, recreational
services and transport services.

Both sides have also agreed to negotiate an Automatic Trigger Safeguard Mechanism (ATSM)
for a limited number of highly sensitive products within two years of the Signing of the
Agreement.

Timelines: The Agreement will come into force at an early date. 

The India-Mauritius CECPA will further cement the already deep and special relations between
the two countries.

****

YB/SS
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-25

INDIA TAKES ON PAK. AT HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

India on Wednesday hit out at Pakistan at the high-level segment of the 46th Session of the
Human Rights Council and said the recent release of Al-Qaeda terrorist Ahmed Omar Saeed
Sheikh is a “clear example” of the connection between the Pakistani state and terrorists.

Responding to the comments of Pakistan and Turkey on Kashmir and other issues, the Indian
diplomatic team said the government of India is “fully cognizant” of its human rights obligations.

“Pakistan has been the home and patron to the largest number of internationally proscribed
terrorist entities and individuals in the world,” said diplomat Seema Pujani after the Pakistani
delegation raised the Kashmir issue and described the situation in the Valley as “grave”.

India also hit out at Turkey and said the country had “trampled upon” its own civil society.
Turkey’s Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu had raised the situation in Kashmir and called upon
India to resolve the dispute as per the UNSC Resolutions.

Subscribe to The Hindu digital to get unlimited access to Today's paper

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days free trial. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper, crossword and print.

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=33928214&utm_campaign=tp-national&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=33928214&utm_campaign=tp-national
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 152

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-25

U.S. WILL SEEK TO REJOIN UNHRC: BLINKEN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

Seeking support:Antony Blinken delivering a speech via video message during the UNHRC
meet on Wednesday.AFPHANDOUT  

The U.S. will seek re-election to the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC), Secretary
of State Antony Blinken announced on Tuesday, as he “humbly” asked for the support of UN
member states. This is the latest in a series of moves by the Biden administration to reverse a
pattern of retreat from multilateralism that was characteristic of the Trump regime Former
President Donald Trump had taken the U.S. out of the Council in 2018, saying it was biased
against Israel and had members who were human rights abusers.

While acknowledging that American democracy was “imperfect” and often fell short of its ideals,
Mr. Blinken, in a video message to the 47-member Council which is currently in session, said the
U.S. was placing human rights at the centre of its foreign policy and therefore seeking to rejoin
the Council.

“ … I'm pleased to announce the United States will seek election to the human rights council for
the 2022 to 2024 term. We humbly ask for the support of all UN member States in our bid to
return to a seat in this body,” Mr. Blinken said.

Mr. Blinken also alleged that the Council was biased against Israel — a position shared by
Democrats and Republicans. The Secretary also referred to the Council’s membership. While he
praised the Council for bringing attention to the coup d’etat in Myanmar, he said those with the
“worst human rights record” should not be part of the Council. “We must work together to
improve the work and membership of the council.”

The Secretary spoke of challenges to racial justice in the U.S. and said the fight for racial justice
should be on top of the global human rights agenda. Mr. Blinken also said there was no moral
equivalence between the actions of the Untied States and authoritarian regimes. “The United
States does not claim to be perfect, but we strive every day to improve, to hold ourselves
accountable, to become a more perfect union,” he said.

‘No moral equivalence’

“There's no moral equivalence between the actions of the United States, which are subject to
robust, impartial, and transparent accountability mechanisms, and those of authoritarian
regimes, which violate and abuse human rights with impunity. together, we must push back
against blatant attempts to subvert the values upon which the United nations was founded…”

Mr. Blinken said those who use economic development as a reason to undermine human rights
will be held accountable.

“Those who hide under the mantle of promoting economic development while seeking to
undermine human rights will be held to account, including for their own human rights violations,”
he said. The Secretary called for Russia to unconditionally release dissident Alexei Navalny and
others wrongfully detained.

Other countries that were mentioned by name included China and Sri Lanka. “We’ll speak out
for universal values when atrocities are committed in Xinjiang, or when fundamental freedoms
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are undermined in Hong Kong,” Mr. Blinken said.

He also called on the Council to adopt resolutions in this session, including one on Sri Lanka.
“We encourage the Council to support resolutions in the session, addressing issues of concern
around the world, including ongoing human rights violations in Syria, North Korea, the lack of
accountability for past atrocities in Sri Lanka and the need for further investigation into the
situation in South Sudan,” Mr. Blinken said. The U.K. and other countries have circulated a draft
resolution asking for accountability for war crimes in Sri Lanka’s 26 year civil war.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2021-02-25

INDIA’S TRICKY OPTIONS IN THE MYANMAR MUDDLE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

NEW DELHI : In October last year, India’s foreign secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla and Army
chief Manoj Mukund Naravane teamed up for a visit to a crucial neighbour—Myanmar—that
raised eyebrows due to its rarity.

The uncommonness of the visit underlined the state of politics in Myanmar—where the military
and Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi and her party, the National League for Democracy (NLD),
co-existed in an uneasy space till the military retook power on 1 February.

The Shringla-Naravane visit—seen as prescient given the military takeover—also reflected India
‘s strategy to deal with Myanmar: engage the military while being supportive of democratic
forces. It’s a policy that has worked for New Delhi since the early 1990s.

“India has been cognisant of the power centres in Myanmar—that power has been with the
military and that the civilian institutions are gradually coming into their own," said Harsh V Pant,
a professor of international relations at the London-based King’s College. “Therefore, India has
been balancing its outreach to both sides and it seems like a sensible idea given our interests in
Myanmar," he said.

A resurgence of the insurgency in the northeast and an assertive China which has been making
increasingly determined inroads into India’s periphery are India’s main concerns. In fact, some
analysts have pointed out that Suu Kyi has been on more cordial terms with China than the
Tatmadaw (the army) given the latter’s suspicions about Beijing’s tacit support for rebel groups
such as the Arakan Army.

This puts a question mark on how close Beijing and the new regime will get to each other. But
tightening global sanctions could potentially force a rethink. The military’s takeover also comes
at a time when New Delhi’s efforts to get Indian industry to do business in Myanmar was just
starting to pay off. There are currently over 100 private Indian companies in the country, with
investments to the tune of $1.2 billion.

Trouble in Myanmar

In the days since the military takeover, three pro-democracy protesters have died. There is no
sign of a let up in protests. The crowds joining in only seems to be getting bigger and, among
them, are members of the minority groups and the revered Buddhist monks—suggesting broad-
based support across society.

According to the military and its head, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, the November 2020
elections in which Suu Kyi’s NLD won more than 80% of the vote was flawed. It said it was
forced to step in because Suu Kyi’s government had failed to investigate allegations of fraud.
Analysts, however, hold the view that Min Aung Hlaing was more worried about the
marginalization of the military since the army backed Union Solidarity and Development Party
was trounced by the NLD for the second time in 2020. In the 2015 polls too, the NLD had won
by a landslide.

Predictably, the developments have drawn global condemnation. The US, UK and Canada have
called for an immediate restoration of democracy and swiftly backed it up with targeted
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sanctions. The European Union is expected to follow suit.

China, which is heavily involved in infrastructure projects in Myanmar (as well as its 5G telecom
network, according to the New York Times), has been largely silent, citing its policy of non-
interference. Its state-backed media referred to the military takeover as a “cabinet reshuffle". Of
the total foreign direct investment in Myanmar, China accounts for over 25%.

Analysts, however, are divided over whether the military takeover will mean the rekindling of
“familial ties" between the Myanmar and China. For one, military leader Min Aung Hlaing is
widely seen to be suspicious of Beijing’s possible support to Kokang rebels, who are ethnically
Chinese, as well as others. The Myanmar-Russia defence relationship has also been deepening
in recent years—an effort by the army to swing away from Beijing. But biting sanctions can bring
the Tatmadaw back into the Chinese orbit, analysts say, which will be worrisome for New Delhi.

“The generals would not like to turn to China for support in the first instance, but forced to a
corner, (they) may have no choice," said Gautam Mukhopadhaya, a former ambassador to
Myanmar.

“The West has always been more aggressive in imposing sanctions on Myanmar," said former
foreign secretary Kanwal Sibal. “Their stakes in Myanmar cannot be compared with ours. For us,
Myanmar is a direct neighbour," he said.

The stakes for India

“China’s primary interest in Myanmar is to pursue its strategic and economic projects under the
Belt and Road Initiative and the China-Myanmar economic corridor that includes the Kyaukphyu
deep sea port," said Mukhopadhaya. The port, seen as a key outcome of Chinese president Xi
Jinping’s visit to Myanmar in January 2020, is of strategic significance as it will give Beijing a
foothold in the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean.

Suu Kyi’s government had greenlighted the port project. If built, it will be the third Chinese-built
port in India’s immediate neighbourhood—after Gwadar in Pakistan and Hambantota in Sri
Lanka.

Myanmar’s entry into the ASEAN in 1997 meant that the economically vibrant grouping is at
India’s doorstep. It’s a linkage that Delhi values greatly, given its priority to develop the northeast
with help from ASEAN. But for that, keeping a lid on insurgency is a prerequisite—for which
Myanmar’s generals hold the key.

In the late-1980s, India was firmly backed Aung San Suu Kyi. In 1993, Suu Kyi was awarded the
Jawaharlal Nehru award for international understanding. But almost immediately after, New
Delhi changed tack when the insurgency in its north-eastern region took a serious turn,
coinciding with a blow-up of militancy in Kashmir. New Delhi concluded that it needed to befriend
the Tatmadaw since insurgents from the north-east were using Myanmar as a base to launch
attacks against India. Some groups also used Myanmar as an escape route to China. With the
Myanmar military in its corner, New Delhi launched coordinated joint operations against the
insurgents in the mid-1990s. And these have continued.

“Today, there is substantial military cooperation between the Myanmar and Indian armies to curb
militancy," said G Parthasarathy, another former Indian ambassador to Myanmar.

A person familiar with the matter said Indian security personnel have handed back or even killed
Arakan rebels crossing into India for shelter, just as the Myanmar Army has handed over or
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eliminated Indian separatists hiding there.

The tricky act of cooperating with the Burmese military while simultaneously nudging the country
towards a democratic transition has been a 30-year tightrope walk that India has indulged in.
“There have been many conversations (about democracy) but they have always been quiet
ones," said a person who did not want to be named. “As we have said in the past, we do not
believe in ‘megaphone’ diplomacy," said the person, referring to the global condemnation of the
generals. “We have always felt that these and (the) sanctions are counterproductive."

Economic links

India’s use of “development projects as the main instrument of its diplomacy to engage the then
military government began after the pro-democracy agitation of 1988," recalled the former
ambassador Mukhopadhaya. “This has expanded over time, especially over the last 10 years."

The Indian foreign ministry says that around $1.7 billion has been spent in development
partnership, which include connectivity and infrastructure projects like the Kaladan multi-modal
transit transport project connecting Kolkata port to Sittwe port in Myanmar. Another major
connectivity project is the India-Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway, which is to be later
extended to Vietnam.

Most of the big-ticket economic investments in Myanmar have been shepherded by India’s state-
backed firms, primarily in the area of energy. Private firms had, for long, been reluctant to get
caught up in the crosshairs of international sanctions.

But this had just started to change. The India private sector’s presence went up after 2016,
when the last round of sanctions imposed by the US on Myanmar was lifted. Nearly all of the
100 Indian com panies have a presence in Yangon, Mayanmar’s financial, commercial and
logistics nerve centre. A decade of peace and democratic stability had begun to transform
Yangon’s skyline, with glitzy hotels and a newly established stock exchange vying for attention.
Irrespective of which side comes on top in the street protests, stability is likely to go for a toss in
the near term.

“I am not sure whether I should stay or plan to come back home," said an Indian consultant
based in Yangon since 2018 who did not wish to be named. “Everything seemed to be going
well. I don’t know when the company I work for will re-open," he said by phone from Yangon.

For India, private sector involvement is crucial to supplement government investments as a
counter to China’s efforts to co-opt Myanmar into its multi-billion-dollar BRI. “We have been
pushing Indian industry to look at the opportunities in Myanmar. Our embassy in Myanmar has
hosted business delegations from India. This (turn of events) is unfortunate," one of the officials
cited above said of the uncertainty.

Going forward, India’s well-entrenched dual track approach won’t sit well with new allies like the
Quad, a grouping of US, Japan, Australia and India. The new Biden-led US administration has
forcefully come out against the military takeover. Most notable has been the US reference to
Myanmar as “Burma", the name the country was known by before 1990 when the military
changed it.

“It’s unfortunate that the first major crisis in Asia for the Biden administration and the (Yoshihide)
Suga government (in Japan) is in Myanmar," said Michael Jonathan Green, an analyst on Asia
and Japan at the Washington-based Center for Strategic and International Studies, a think-tank.
“Because Myanmar is the place where India, the US and Japan always fight like siblings—an old
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sibling rivalry about who has the best approach to Myanmar. It’s really unfortunate that the test
of Quad’s commitment to democratic principles is Myanmar because it brings out the worst in all
four countries," Green said in a webinar on the Quad last week.

Parthasarathy is of the view that India’s national interests should be paramount. “We are reaping
the dividends now of befriending the military for decades. Even now, the task (of eliminating
insurgencies) is not over," he said. New Delhi should not let considerations about the US stand
in the way of Indian interests, he said.

For now, the protesters and the military seem to be exercising restraint. “The Myanmarese
military are very disciplined, guided by the ideology that they are the custodians of the state and
the people are their children," Rajiv Bhatia, a former Indian ambassador to Myanmar, said. On
the other side is a mostly young population, exposed to some level of democracy and new
technology.

“There are three possible outcomes," Bhatia said. The military will prevail, the people will prevail
or, the third, an impasse, he said. For anyone wanting to know how this will end—keep a close
eye on the crowd size on Myanmar’s streets.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-26

JUDICIAL BLOW: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON NEPAL
SUPREME COURT REINSTATING PARLIAMENT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court of Nepal quite rightly overturned Prime Minister K.P.
Oli’s decision to unilaterally dissolve Parliament in December 2020 and which was later
approved by President Bidya Devi Bhandari. The ostensible reason for Mr. Oli’s decision, clearly
without any merit, was inner party intrigue within the ruling Nepal Communist Party (NCP). The
Court correctly observed that there was the possibility of the formation of a new government in
case Mr. Oli did not enjoy the confidence of Parliament, and therefore ruled his decision
unconstitutional. The NCP has since then fractured politically into two factions, one led by Mr.
Oli and the other by Pushpa Kumar Dahal and Madhav Kumar Nepal, both former Prime
Ministers who belonged to the erstwhile Nepali Maoists and the Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist), respectively. These parties had merged into the NCP in 2018. But this
fracture is not yet formalised even though the Dahal-Nepal faction has “expelled” Mr. Oli from
the party. In defence of his decision, Mr. Oli had argued that he required the support of a two-
thirds majority to govern the nation and had sought re-elections, but the Supreme Court’s
decision has now rendered that moot by restoring the status quo ante as of December 2020.
The Court also went on to scrap all appointments made by the government after the dissolution
of Parliament on December 20, 2020.

Having received such a stinging rebuke by the Supreme Court, the right course of action for Mr.
Oli should be to resign on moral grounds, but knowing the combative politician, that is not going
to happen. The NCP’s vertical split into two near-equal factions in Parliament should allow the
formation of a new government if the Dahal-Nepal faction chooses to support an alternative — it
has already pledged support to Nepali Congress (NC) leader Sher Bahadur Deuba if the NC
stakes claim to form a new coalition government. The repeated changes in government should
not surprise anyone as Nepal has a history of unstable regimes and frequent changes in Singha
Durbar’s occupants since the end of absolute monarchy in 1990. But the NCP missed a historic
opportunity after it came to power with a two-thirds majority in the bicameral Federal parliament
and in six of the seven provinces. Mr. Oli could have used the mandate in 2018 to ensure a
stable regime, and governance and development in a country battered by the 2015 earthquake,
political instability, and now the COVID-19 threat. His government singularly failed on most
counts, and he and other NCP leaders could not work as a cohesive unit. The electorate’s
expectations of a stable regime, the first elected one since the promulgation of its Constitution,
have been belied yet again due to the failure of the political leadership.

You have reached your limit for free articles this month.

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days free trial. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/nepals-supreme-court-reinstates-dissolved-house-of-representatives/article33915228.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/nepals-supreme-court-reinstates-dissolved-house-of-representatives/article33915228.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/nepal-in-turmoil-on-dissolution-of-parliament-by-kp-sharma-oli/article33387983.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/oli-defends-move-to-dissolve-parliament/article33386799.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/we-will-form-a-coalition-government-madhav-kumar-nepal/article33927019.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/prachanda-faction-expels-prime-minister-kp-oli-from-nepal-communist-party/article33650471.ece
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=33935647&utm_campaign=editorial&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=33935647&utm_campaign=editorial


Page 159

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper, crossword and print.

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.

Subscribe to The Hindu now and get unlimited access.

Already have an account? Sign In

Start your 14 days free trial Sign Up

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=33935647&utm_campaign=editorial#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=article&utm_campaign=hindu
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 160

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com


